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Welcome to Prep at Maranatha 
 
On behalf of Maranatha Christian School we welcome you and your family to our school community. 
Starting school is a very important event in a child’s life. We work collaboratively with parents to 
ensure that each child settles easily and happily into school life at Maranatha. Your child’s teacher 
will keep you informed about how your child is settling in, and we encourage you to provide us with 
feedback as well. Open communication between school and home ensures that the transition to our 
school is as smooth as possible. 
 
These are the names of the staff members that you may need to know: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Mr William Jackson                  
                                               Principal/CEO        
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

  
 
 Mrs Jenny Rus   Mrs Karen Drysdale   Mrs Yolanda Charalambous  
 Head of Officer   co-Head of Doveton   co-Head of Doveton 

                     
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 Mrs Carol Boyd-Moss  Mrs Carolyn Stanway   Mrs Shiva Thuraisingham        
                Prep Teacher – Doveton  Prep Teacher - Doveton  Prep Teacher - Officer           
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2020 Term Dates 
 

Term 1  
Wednesday, 29 January –  
Friday, 27 March 

 

Term 3 
Monday 13 July – 
Friday, 18 September 

 
Term 2 
Tuesday, 14 April – 
Friday, 19 June 
 

Term 4  
Monday, 13 October –  
Wednesday, 9 December 
 

 

 
School Hours 
 

9.00 am School starts 

10.40 am Recess 

12.50 pm Lunch 

3.15 pm Home time 
 
Term 1- February 
 
During the month of February, our Prep students will attend school for a full day on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays, but will have a day at home on Wednesdays. This will enable the little ones to have 
a rest day in the middle of the week. There will also be an individual assessment appointment at school with 
each child on one of these Wednesdays. 
 

 
Parent Information Evening 
 
Early in Term 1 there will be an information evening. This evening includes specific information on the Prep 
curriculum, specialist programs and additional Prep programs that will take place throughout the year. 
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Getting ready for school 
 

Steps that you could take to help your child make a smooth transition into Prep 
 

• Try to involve your child in preparing for school. For example you could go shopping 

together for their uniform, school bag and shoes. 

• Clearly naming your child’s clothing and belongings helps greatly in returning lost items. 

• Help your child manage their lunchbox and school bag. 

• Plan for healthy lunches, snacks and water to drink. 

• Help your child learn to dress themselves and to use the toilet on their own. 

• Establish the bedtime and morning routine that they will have when they start school. 

• It is very important that your child gets enough sleep and a good healthy breakfast. 

• If your child is worried, ask them what would help. For example, you could let them decide 

who will take them to school, where they want to say goodbye that first morning and what 

they want to do after school to celebrate their first day. Having some control can help children 

manage their fears. 

• Discuss rules and why we have them. 

• Practise the route you will take when you go to school so your child knows where they are going. 

• Plan to take your child to school on the first day. Show them where you will pick them up 

from at the end of the day. 

• If you can, make sure you are on time for pick up at the end of the day, especially for the 

first few weeks. A few minutes can seem like a long time to a young child. 
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As your child settles into school 
 

• Your child may be tired at the end of the day, especially in the first few weeks. You 

could try to limit after-school activities. Make sure your child has time to rest and for 

free play. 

• Your child may be hungry after school. You 

could bring a healthy snack when you pick 

them up. 

• It might help to give your child an early 

dinner as they may be too tired to eat later. 

• Your child may want to tell you all about 

their day as soon as they see you. Be 

available to listen. Some children may want 

to relax first. It is also normal that they might not want to talk about their day. 

• Try to make reading with them part of your daily routine. Bedtime stories are a great 

way to end the day. 

• Some children might wet their pants at school. Reassure them that it is nothing to 

worry about. Encourage them to tell the teacher. Pack spare clothing in the bottom of 

their bag. 

It is normal for your child to feel a little anxious. They might show this by: 

• Being tearful and having tummy aches or headaches. 

*If the worries continue, talk to your child’s teacher about the best way to help. 

Together you and your child’s teacher will: 

• Encourage your child to talk about what's worrying them. 

• Let your child know that you and their teacher are ready to help them get through things. 

 
What to expect 
 

Handling their excitement, their enthusiasm… and their nerves. 
• Your child will go through a whole range of emotions during their Prep year (and so will you!). 

• Some days they will say goodbye happily and other days there will be tears! 

• Your child will learn to mix with a variety of personalities and may experience some social 

challenges. 

• During the year your child will learn how to resolve conflict peacefully, to express their 

needs and understand the needs of others and develop an understanding of friendship. 
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What Prep looks like 
 
 

Maranatha Christian School Prep children are nurtured and supported in achieving their God given 
potential in all areas of their school life. The Prep program focuses on the children’s individual 
needs and interests. 

 
During their time in Prep, your child will be: 

• Investigating interest 

• Making choices 

• Talking with teaching staff and other 

children 

• Planning with their teacher about the 

things they might do, and carrying out 

their plans. 

• Designing and making things. 

• Singing, dancing, painting, listening to 

stories and playing games. 

• Climbing, balancing and jumping. 

• Using interactive technology, make 

signs and play games. 

• Taking part in everyday experiences like gardening, cooking and tidying up. 

• Writing and copying signs during their play. 

• Learning about size, shape, weight and measurement as they construct things. 
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Developmental Areas 
 
Physical Development 
There are two important skills that children need at school: those that are necessary for looking after 
themselves when an adult is not able to help and those that enable them to join in with all learning activities 
at school. These important skills include: 

• Hand-Eye coordination 
• Fine motor skills such as pencil grip and cutting paper  
• Gross motor skills such as coordination, balance, strength, throwing and kicking 
• General health factors – eyesight, hearing and speech  
• Toileting 
• Dressing  
• Caring for belongings 
• Lunch, snacks, hats 

 
Social Development 
At school children will meet and be expected to interact with many new people, both adults and children. 
When children have opportunities to mix with other people they learn skills to help them cope with the social 
aspects of school. 

• Listen and follow 
instruction 

• Getting along in a 
group 

• General 
communication skills 

• Respecting the rights 
of others 

• Appropriate behaviour 
• Taking turns 
• Physical games 
• Focused attention 
• Completing tasks 
• Problem-solving skills 

 
Emotional Development 

• Separation from parents and coming to school each day is made easier if your child is able to 
separate happily from their parents. 

• At school children are expected to show some self-control when playing and working with others. 
Often, children will lose their temper when they must wait for something or when they do not get 
their own way or find other children unwilling to play or work with them. 

• A confident child generally sees themselves as being successful and will be better prepared to 
meet new challenges. Parents can build their child’s confidence by praising their efforts and 
persistence, praising new achievements and encouraging the child to tackle tasks of increasing 
difficulty. 

• At school students will be responsible for their belongings and their work space. A sense of 
responsibility is developed when parents encourage their child to keep their room tidy, expect their 
child to put away their own toys and encourage their child to do simple tasks around the home. 

 
Independence is equally important for healthy emotional development. Parents who allow their children to try 
things for themselves encourage growth of independence  
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Intellectual Development 
Children learn by seeing, hearing, touching, tasting, smelling and doing. Children need to be given many 
opportunities to build, play, make, travel, observe, hear stories, complete tasks, help others, predict, 
experiment, listen to and play music and visit friends and families. Whenever children are active and talking 
about something they are doing they are learning 
 

• Clear speech and vocabulary is developed over many years through role modelling, conversations 
and listening to others. Parents extend their child’s speech and language by talking with them and 
modelling good speech. 
 

• Pre-reading Skills and learning to read well is a complex task and usually takes years to master. 
Children develop a love of literature through sharing books at home for enjoyment and bedtime 
stories, visiting the local library, being able to choose their own stories and seeing you read for 
enjoyment and information. 

 
 

• Before children can work with symbols they need to understand the ideas behind them. Children who 
come to school understanding words such as more, less, the same as, first, last; can sort and order 
objects and numbers are more prepared for early mathematics. Parents can help prepare children for 
mathematics by helping the child to count a few objects eg. plates on the table, talking to the child 
about time eg. when the program will finish, the days of the week, how many sleeps until your birthday, 
letting the child find out what they can buy with a few coins, playing board games with dice so they 
learn to count on and talking to the child as they build with blocks, eg. can you make it bigger? 

 
Prep Curriculum 
 
Prep lessons are balanced; 
extending the structures and 
routines learned in ELC, but also 
stretching to an investigative 
approach as well as formal lessons. 
Children are individuals in their 
styles of learning. Your child will 
thrive in our school community that 
creates a sense of belonging. All 
Prep children are included and there 
is no sense of exclusion. Deeper and 
richer than formal systems is an 
underlying culture of inclusiveness. 
Prep is a place to belong. 
 
Mathematics 
The Victorian Curriculum: Mathematics is organised around the interaction of three content strands and four 
proficiency strands. The content strands are Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and 
Statistics and Probability. The proficiency strands are Understanding, Fluency, Problem Solving, and 
Reasoning. 

A whole school approach to the teaching of maths skills provides students with a wide range of experiences, 
knowledge and skills through the Maths Plus program. Through explicit teaching, hands-on activities and 
open-ended questioning, students develop the language to build the developmental aspects of the learning 
of mathematics.  
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English 
At this level students engage with a variety of texts for enjoyment. They listen to, read and view spoken, 
written texts in which the primary purpose is to entertain, as well as some texts designed to inform.  

Spelling 
Prep students will be introduced to the SMART Spelling program that is designed to cater for different levels 
of spelling ability in one class. Students will have spelling goals set for them regularly and will move through 
the different levels throughout the year. 

Writing 
Big Write and VCOP is a method for raising the standards in writing. The aim is to scaffold their learning to 
allow the children to become articulate thinkers and speakers and in turn become articulate writers. As a 
main part of the program the children are encouraged to always focus on four core targets - Vocabulary, 
Connectives, Openers and Punctuation, VCOP as a way of improving all of the writing they do. 
Big Write is a celebration of students’ learning. This is when students will put into practice what they have 
learned during VCOP and writing sessions. The classroom has a different atmosphere, being silent with soft 
background music. Students are not allowed to talk to each other and the teacher takes this time to 
conference with students one to one and look at their individual goals. 

 
Reading 
Each night your child will bring home a reader to share with you. It is important that this is seen by your child 
as a fun way to share what they have been doing at school with their family. The book your child brings home 
will be at a level established by the classroom teacher and an opportunity for them to practise the strategies 
that will support them in their growth as independent readers. Once your child has developed a range of 
strategies for independent reading, the take home reader should be an easy read for them.  
 
Inquiry Learning 
One pedagogical approach to teaching is inquiry learning. Inquiry is characterised by students; 

• asking questions, building on prior knowledge and making their own discoveries 

• finding out information from primary sources to answer generative questions and develop deep 

conceptual understandings 

• making connections between ideas, learning domains and experiences. 

Inquiry covers the subject areas Science, History and Geography and project work will be linked to this 
area. 

 
Our Inquiry topics in 2020 will be: 
 
Term 1   -Weather and Seasons 
  -Family Moments 
Term 2 -Movement 
  -Special Places 
Term 3 -Australian Animals 
Term 4 -Celebrations and Community 
  
 
The Seasons will also be an inquiry unit 
that is studied throughout the year as we 
go through the seasons. 

  



 

 
10 

 

Information and Communication Technologies 
Students at Maranatha are exposed to the learning of digital literacy from early in the Prep year. 
Using computers in the classroom, netbooks and iPads, students are able to connect to online 
programs and apps. Digital literacy is encouraged to both enhance their topic of learning in the class 
and for reading enjoyment. During Prep, students are taught how to use Word to publish their writing 
and how to recognise and use the keyboard symbols. Every time your child sits at a computer and 
uses the keyboard they are increasing their literacy skills. 
 

 
Prep Specialist Programs 
 
Language Other than English (LOTE) 
LOTE at Maranatha is Mandarin.  The program provides opportunities for language learning through songs, 
verse, stories and written application, as well as visits by outside people. 
 
Visual Arts 
Students participate in visual art activities that focus on exploring and developing ideas.  They learn and 
develop skills and techniques through planned units on painting, printing, textiles, clay, drawing, collage and 
construction.  Art observations and comparisons are shared together before work is either displayed in 
classrooms, on the main corridor display boards or taken to a home to be valued. Your child will need an art 
smock to participate in Art lessons. 
 
Music 
Music and dance are carefully integrated into one subject at Maranatha.  Each year level is fortunate enough 
to participate in one lesson every week.  Preps spend a lot of time exploring instrument sounds, learning how 
to keep a steady beat and learning how to interact with each other.   

 
Library 
We are very fortunate to have access to a wonderful library here at Maranatha and our students visit the 
library to borrow books every week with their teacher.  Please help your child to remember to bring their 
library bag on their designated borrowing day each week so that they can borrow a book, as unfortunately 
borrowing can’t occur without the correct bag to keep the book safe. 
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Health & Physical Education (PE) 
Students participate in weekly physical education lessons that focus on developing skills, co-ordination and 
fitness. Students also participate in the Athletics Day carnival, Cross Country carnival and the swimming 
program.  
 
Students are expected to wear the PE uniform the days they have PE lessons.  

 
Perceptual Motor Program (PMP) 
Maranatha provides the opportunity for all Prep students to 
participate in the Perceptual Motor Program (PMP). 
Through this program we aim to develop students’ confidence, 
persistence and their ability to understand and communicate 
about their experiences. The Perceptual Motor Program is 
designed to extend students perception and understanding of 
their environment by having them interact with it in different 
ways. This can involve gross motor skills such as jumping, 
crawling and skipping and also includes hand eye coordination 
activities like catching and throwing balls and eye tracking 
activities. It supports the development of body perception, 
strength, fitness, flexibility and spatial awareness. 
 
Students are taught the specific skills that they will be using and 
during the equipment sessions they have the opportunity to 
apply these skills in a range of situations. The students use a 
variety of equipment and this includes balls, ladders, planks to 
balance on, wooden shapes to crawl through and balance and 
scooter boards. 
PMP provides a fun opportunity for parents to become a part of 
the school program in engaging, hands on situation as they 
supervise activity stations during the weekly PMP equipment sessions. 
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Learning Experiences 
 
Outdoor Learning Experiences 
Our Prep day involves outdoor activities and learning experiences. It is a very important part of our day that 
combines both child initiated and teacher planned and directed activities.  

 
Indoor Learning Experiences 
The indoor part of our day consists of several different educational and play -based activities, discussions 
and games. Your child will participate in whole group, small group and individual learning experiences 
developed to establish skills to assist them with their readiness for Year 1. 
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Some of the other great things to look forward to in Prep are: 
• Pioneers Service 

• Easter Service 

• Anzac Day Service 

• Thanksgiving Service 

• Celebration Assemblies 

• Award Assemblies 

• Dress up days 

• 100 Days of Prep Celebration Day 

• Excursions and incursions. 

• Buddy Program 

• Celebrating Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and Grandparent’s Day 

• 50th Anniversary Events 

• Sports Carnival 

 
The Buddy Program 

At Maranatha Christian School we offer the 
ELC and Year 5 students and the Prep and 
Year 6 students a wonderful program called 
‘The Buddy Program.’ It is one of the many 
ways Maranatha helps students settle into 
school, as well as promoting and developing 
leadership skills in our older students. 
  
Buddies meet regularly throughout the year to 
complete fun activities together. These 
activities include literacy activities, 
maths games and craft. The program has an 
extremely positive impact on both the Prep and 
Year 6 students. 
  
 

 
Benefits of The Buddy Program include: 
  
• Prep students having another positive role model within the school 

• Prep students having someone to go to if they are worried/scared in the playground 

• Prep and Year 6 students developing new and positive relationships 

• Year 6 students taking on and developing responsibility 

• Year 6 students learning how to be a positive role model for other students  
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Pick up and drop off routine 
 
Morning Drop Off 
We encourage you to please walk your child to their classroom. School begins at 9.00 am. We recommend 
you arrive by 8.45 am if possible. It is important to arrive on time to allow your child and the rest of the class 
to settle into their morning routine without disruption. 
 
If you arrive late (after 9.00 am), you must stop via the office to get a late pass. 
 
Afternoon Pickup 

• Please collect your child from the pick-up area at 3.15 pm. 

• If you are running late, please call the office and they will let us know so we can reassure your child. 

• The area outside the Prep classroom will be supervised until 3.35 pm. 

 
Leaving Early 
Whilst Prep is a full time program and the children attend for the full school day, there may be times 
when you need to pick your child up early (eg. for an appointment). To do this you must sign your child 
out at the office before coming to the classroom to collect them. The office staff will give you an early 
leaver’s pass, which must be given to your child’s teacher 
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School Uniform 
 
Boys - winter 

• School jumper with logo 
• Grey trousers 
• Blue long sleeved shirt 
• Grey socks and 
• Black shoes 

 
Girls - winter 

• School jumper with logo 
• Tunic 
• Blue shirt 
• Navy blue tights/long white socks 
• Black shoes 

 
Boys - summer 

• School jumper with logo 
• Grey trousers 
• Blue short sleeved shirt with logo 
• Grey socks 
• Black shoes 

 
Girls - summer  

• School jumper with logo 
• Dress 
• Long or short white socks 
• Black shoes 

 
Unisex Sports uniform 

• Sports polo with logo 
• Shorts with logo 
• Track pants 
• Sports jacket with logo  
• White socks and runners 

 
Accessories 

• Stud Earrings 
• Navy or white 

headbands, hair 
ties or ribbons 

• Navy bike shorts for 
girls to wear under their 
dress 

• Winter Jacket – Uniform Shop 
• Navy beanie/scarf 
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What to pack 
 
Recess 
A small snack (eg. piece of fruit, crackers and cheese) 
 
Lunch 
A healthy sandwich 
Food Allergies - There are children in the school who are severely allergic to some foods. Please do 
not send nuts to school. 
 
Fruit break 
Piece of fresh fruit or veggies 
 
Other items 

• School Hat 

• Raincoat 

• Water bottle (these will be placed on a table during the day) 

• Library bag 

• Art smock 

• School bag big enough to fit all of the above 

• Spare uniform, underwear and socks in case of accidents 

 
Communication 
 
Home/School Communication 
Effective communication between parents and teachers is indispensable for student success. We value 
partnership with parents, because partnership creates support and accountability for students. 
 
Staff can be contacted by phone or through the Parent Portal, and parents can expect a response within 24 
hours. The class teacher will usually be the first contact person for parents. As it is a priority for the teachers 
to provide a settled start to the day for the children in their class we ask parents not to engage their child’s 
teacher in discussion as the children are going into class for the day. 
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Formal opportunities for connection with teachers are frequent and include: 
Parent-Teacher interviews twice a year. 
Information evenings and sessions. 
Appointments made between the teacher and parent. 
 
Some of the communication you will receive from your child’s teacher: 

• Class timetable. 
• Reminder of what your child needs to bring to school. 
• Parent Portal information. 

 
Students will have a take home folder that will be used for communication between the classroom teacher 
and parents. Any urgent notes from the office will also be sent home in the folder. 
 
Some things you could do: 

• Let the teacher know about any health problems your child may have or if there is something 

happening that may be affecting your child. 

• Get involved in school activities. For example you could volunteer to hear children read if you can. 

• Keep up to date with notices. 

 

How you can get involved 
 

Parent helpers in the classroom 
A morning in Prep is a wonderful way to interact with your 
child and join in activities, meet their friends and see what 
they do at school each day. Parent helpers are most 
welcome in our classrooms but we ask that you wait until 
Term 2 to allow the children to settle into Prep during Term 
1. Your child’s teacher will inform you when they will start 
parent rosters. 
 
 Some of the ways you can get involved: 

• Helping in the classroom. 

• Helping with PMP. 

• Helping with readers. 

• Attending assemblies. 

• Attending excursions and incursions. 

 
Excursions and Incursions 
Throughout the year we will be participating in  
incursions and excursions. A note will go home through 
the Parent Portal before any excursion requesting 
permission and, if possible, an invitation for parents to 
accompany us. 
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What else do I need to know? 
 
Birthdays 
Cupcakes are great as they don’t need to be cut up (but please be aware of nut allergies). Icy poles are 
a good idea too. 
 
Preps are not required at school on Wednesdays for the month of February. During this time their 
teacher will be conducting a Prep Entry Assessment on each child. 
 
Home Learning 
Home Learning is valuable for reinforcing disciplined work-habits. Balance is essential so that Home 
Learning doesn’t become oppressively time-consuming. Evenings should allow children time to pursue their 
passions and interests and spend the most valuable time in their lives; being with family. In Prep your child 
will be encouraged to read take-home readers and revise sight words daily in the first semester. In the 
second semester the students will also learn their spelling words for homework. 
 
Readers 
Your child will receive a book bag they will keep their reader in. 

 

 
 

 
Thank you for your special partnership in helping your precious 

child reach their God given potential during this significant year 
in their school journey. 



E

OFFICER
62 Rix Road, Off icer 3809

Tel:   (03) 9709 7310

ROff icer@maranatha.vic.edu.au 

DOVETON
146 Kidds Road, Doveton  3177

Tel:   (03) 9709 7350

RDoveton@maranatha.vic.edu.au 
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