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CHURINGA 20162 From the 
Principal / CEO 

2016 has been a memorable year for 
Maranatha Christian School across all 
three sites.  The new Middle and Senior 
School has become one vibrant and caring 
learning community.  No doubt merging 
the two sites has created the opportunity 
to incorporate the best elements of both.  
It has been a real pleasure to see students 
create new friendships and staff work with 
new team mates.  There has been a high 
level of engagement in learning activities 
and real energy on the site.  A lot of credit 
goes to Colleen Dutlow (Head of Senior 
School), Lance Kannemeyer (Head of 
Middle School), David Lepileo (Director 
of Studies), Julie French (Director of Staff 
Operations) and their teams.  Both Junior 
Schools have worked closely together 
for a number of significant outcomes.  
NAPLAN progression data provides clear 
evidence of the student’s hard work and 
quality teaching.  Junior students are 
determined to do their best and happy to 
be at school.  Congratulations to Jason 
Burgess (Deputy Principal and Director 
of Junior Schools), Jenny Rus (Assistant 
Director of Junior Schools) and their team.

In the middle of this year we said goodbye 
to Dr Crouch.  His time at Maranatha was 
short but we are grateful for the significant 
innovation he introduced.  Positive 
changes included the iPad program in 
the Middle School, the House System in 
the Senior School and the introduction of 
Teaching for Understanding.  The Board 
and Dr Crouch made difficult decisions 
in 2015 to ensure the School will be 
financially strong going forward.  It was a 
real honour for me to be asked to take over 
in July.  I love the School, its history and 
the people who make up the Maranatha 
Community.

There were many highlights in 2016:
•  Simply outstanding productions held by   
   all three sites
•  The best NAPLAN results since testing     
    began
• Special services for Pioneer’s Day,        
  Easter, ANZAC Day, Leadership  
  Induction and Thanksgiving
• Service to others through Thailand trip 
  and Beyond Water fundraising
• An emotional farewell to the Class of 
  2016

I would like to thank the parents for their 
partnership in 2016.  Special thanks go 
to the families who made the transition to 
the Endeavour Hills site.  We look forward 
to Officer growing in the coming years 
and additional year levels being added.  
It has been my pleasure to work with the 
Board over the last six months.  They are 
an incredibly talented group of parent 
volunteers from all three sites who give 
up significant amounts of time to serve 
Maranatha.  Special thanks to Tanya 
Fletcher who has been the Board Chair.  
The greatest asset of the School is our 
dedicated, gifted and passionate staff.  I 
thank all of them for making the year such 
a success.

At the end of 2016 we said goodbye to four 
long serving members of staff.  Jan Kenny 
started in 1988 and has given many years 
of service in the Library.  She has been 
assisted by Elly Polderman since 1996 
who also finishes her time at the School.  
Howard Ham began in 1991 and will be 
fondly remembered by many students and 
his colleagues.  Finally, Jean Hereford 
retired from teaching Mathematics after 
coming to Maranatha in 1996.  She leaves 
behind many adoring past students in two 
countries.

For me the second half of the year has 
been such an amazing ride.  Connecting 
with students, staff and parents across 
all three sites has been a real joy.  I am 
looking forward to my first full year in 2017.

William Jackson
Principal / CEO
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Board Chair 
Message
I love the School vision:
Maranatha is a Christian learning 
community in partnership with home 
and church where students are inspired 
to discover and develop their God-given 
gifts, abilities and character for a life 
of service to the Lord in contemporary 
society.

To live a life of service to the Lord in 
contemporary society, we need to be able 
to hold two opposing things in tension:

• We need to hold fast to the promises of 
Scripture  WHILE
• Creatively releasing the Kingdom of God 
in a rapidly changing world.  

As royal sons and daughters of the King 
we are called up to this particular paradox:
• Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
today and forever  (Hebrews 13:8)
•  Yet Father says things like:  For behold, 
I create new heavens and a new earth; 
and the former shall not be remembered 
or come to mind.  (Isaiah 65:17).  

This leads me to the conclusion that God 
is not worried about what is happening 
in the world.  Instead, He is joyful 
and expectant; and He is joyfully and 
expectantly teaching each of us how to 
release His Kingdom into the earth.  It is 
our inheritance as His kids to live a joyful 
and expectant life of service to the Lord 
right where we are planted.  

So, how do we, as a Board apply this 
paradox as we look to lead the School in 
this season?  

We ask – 
Lord, to fulfil the School vision and 
purpose:

• What needs to change at Maranatha?
• What do we need to hold fast to?

In the time I have been on the Board, these 
questions have led us to affirmations like:
• We need to ensure that we continue 
to pursue excellence in Christ-centred 
education; as we do this, we can expect 
our students to excel academically and 
spiritually
• We need to ensure that the three sites 
are culturally in alignment
• We need to ensure that the School is 
financially healthy for the long-term and 
that appropriate facilities are maintained
• We need to ensure that education at 
Maranatha continues to be affordable
• We need to continually invest in our 
teachers
• We need to embrace the opportunities 
presented by the swift and ongoing shifts 
in technology.  

These affirmations in turn have resulted in 
decisions like:
• Aligning curriculum and leadership 
across the junior schools.  Our 2016 
Naplan results are one piece of 
evidence that this is working; thank you 
Jason Burgess and Jenny Rus for your 
leadership!
• The 2015 restructure, a painful but 
necessary reset.  Thank you to all for 
persevering with resilience this year.  
• Bill Jackson’s appointment in April 2016 
following Rod Crouch’s decision to pursue 
an overseas adventure.  More on that 
below.  
• A 6% fee increase in 2016, followed by a 
3% fee increase in 2017.  We understand 
that affordability remains a key concern 
for parents.  
• Continued focus on investing in the 
professional development of our teachers 
and our technology capabilities.  We need 
to confidently engage with our rapidly 
changing world.  

We will be asking these same questions 
as we head into 2017:
Lord, to fulfil the School vision and 
purpose:
• What needs to change at Maranatha?
• What do we need to hold fast to?

Let’s continue asking these hard questions 
together.  

Thank yous
Thank you to the Board for their diligence, 
passion and sense of fun.  I especially 
honour Neil Morgan for leading us a Chair 
until March 2016 and continuing in the 
Deputy Chair role despite a challenging 
year for the family.  Kim Bruinsma 
has served as Secretary and Anthony 
Dunstan as Treasurer, with Andrew Snook 
completing a rock solid team, which is a 
pleasure to lead.  

Thank you to Michael Lawson for 14 years 
of faithful service on the Board, which 
concluded in April 2016.  

Thank you Dr Crouch for leading us 
through a very challenging season as a 
school and leaving many hidden legacies 
of excellence.  Thank you Mr Jackson 
for leading us to new levels of vision and 
passion in the second half of 2016.  We all 
sit up and smile when you speak and your 
kindness is evident to all.  

Thank you to Rob Sanderson (our 
business manager) and Suzanne 
McDonald (executive assistant) for all 
your diligent (but often hidden) work.  

Thank you to all staff for being the 
Maranatha difference for our kids.  Thank 
you especially for the hidden efforts that 
only you and God see.  

Thank you students for your energy, love 
of life and passion for learning (most of the 
time!) and for reminding us daily who the 
School is all about.  

Thank you parents for the privilege of 
partnering with you in educating your kids.  
Tell all your friends what an awesome 
learning community we have the privilege 
of being a part of!

Please pray with me

Father,
As we reflect today on the year that has been 
and the ones to come…
We love You, honour You and choose You.  

We commit the students to You.  Thank You 
that You love them more than we can possibly 
imagine. 

Be at the centre of our student’s education so 
that they are nurtured and equipped to be all 
that You have designed them to be; committed 
Jesus followers.  

May they be Kingdom leaders; releasers of 
Your grace and glory to a hurting and hope-
less world in places of influence that You have 
prepared in advance for them to occupy.  

Thank You for the privilege of carrying the 
vision of Maranatha in this season and for the 
privilege of playing a part in releasing this next 
generation of Kingdom leaders.  

Give us Spirit-sight to see Your vision and to 
understand Your purposes for Maranatha in this 
time.  

We wait on You, confident that You love to co-
create with us.  

We long to do our utmost for Your glory.
Amen.

Tanya Fletcher
Board Chair



CHURINGA 20164 Director of 
Junior Schools’

As I look back on 2016 I am incredibly 
grateful to God for what has been a great 
year. It has been a year of change and yet 
a year of peace and stability. At Doveton 
we welcomed the Year 5 students and I 
can honestly say that they have benefitted 
from another year in the Junior School. At 
Officer we became a Junior School and it 
has been delightful watching the students 
grow and develop as a cohort.  

Our aim has been to work to align the two 
Junior Schools to provide a high standard 
of education and a similar academic, 
spiritual, emotional and social experience 
on both sites. 

This is something that we have worked 
very hard to achieve this year and I would 
like to thank every staff member for the 
important contributions they have made. 
I would particularly like to thank Jenny 
Rus, she has been tireless in her efforts 
to provide your children with a stimulating 
learning environment and she has been a 
great support to me. 

I was really pleased that the surveys 
you completed as parents indicated that 
you thought we were exceeding your 
expectations in all areas of the Junior 
Schools. It was very good to note that 
you felt we were providing a strong 
curriculum based on godly values and a 
safe and caring learning environment for 
your children. It was also very pleasing 
to note that we have raised our academic 
expectations of the children but not lost 
any of the community feel and the loving, 
caring nature that is so important in a 
Christian School. 

As I reflect on the year a number of 
things stand out as highlights. The Peace 
Child musical was exceptional on both 
nights. The Naplan results were the 
best we have ever had and the children 

improved individually in every area. It was 
great each time we got the two Junior 
Schools together for various events, the 
children integrated so well. Our fortnightly 
assemblies were also a highlight, I 
particularly loved the worship this year. 
I have enjoyed showing prospective 
families around Doveton and Officer this 
year. Each time they comment on how 
well the children are behaved, how hard 
they are working, that they seem to be 
having fun and that there is a sense of 
peace and safety on each site. I tell them 
that we believe it is the presence of God 
and that He is welcome in every aspect of 
the school. 

It is a privilege to be involved in Maranatha 
Christian School and to educate your 
children in an environment that points 
them towards the life changing power of 
God’s love, mercy grace and truth.

Jason Burgess
Director of Junior Schools’
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In 1910 a French artist Jean-Marc was 
asked to produce images that could predict 
what education would look like in the year 
2000.

He painted an education system that 
valued the volume of information and 
the mechanised way it was delivered. I 
wonder, if this is the picture we have of 
school? Often education for parents and 
students can reflect this however, Christian 
Education couldn’t be further from this 
representation. 

At the heart of Maranatha Christian 
School, is the restless task of integrating 
faith with critical thinking as it inspires 
Godly action. Reuven Feuerstein (1921-
2014) stated, “the goal of education is to 
assist growth toward greater complexity 
and integration and to assist in the process 
of self-organisation to modify individuals 
capacity to modify themselves.”  This 
year the teaching and learning team have 
endeavoured to develop a pedagogy 
that enhances student experiences and 
educates through a culture of questioning. 
We are using a model called “Teaching 
for Understanding” that inspires students 
to grow in their learning, moving from the 
known to the unknown, the simple to the 
complex and the concrete to the abstract.

Teaching for Understanding
“Teaching for Understanding” is a model 
of teaching and learning that will help us 
achieve these goals, enhancing student 
experiences and educating through 
inquiry questions.  There are six parts to 
the framework that we have adopted and 
developed:

a. Christ-Centred Threads
b. Generative Topics
c. Understanding Goals - SOLO 
    Taxonomy
d. Performances of Understanding
e. Ongoing Assessment
f.  Christian Practices

Christ-Centred Threads: As teachers 
are faced with a unit of work teachers 
begin the process of planning by thinking 
theologically; what do I want my students 
to know about God, through this study? 
And; how does God want them to act as 
effective disciples? We encourage the 
teacher to search through their Biblical 
understanding, their tradition of faith and 
their church life. Through this investigation 
the Christian threads (themes) move in 
and through the subject as it begins the 
process of transformation.

Generative Topic: A generative topic 
forms the core form of the inquiry we are 
teaching. It is a big theme or big topic 
that “opens up” a unit for discovery. The 
generative topics sparks the imagination 
of teacher and student and brings to focus 
the area of investigation.

Understanding Goals: The understanding 
goals brings the generative topic into 
focus. The teacher then asks, what is 
worth learning? The teacher sifts through 
the Victorian Curriculum and decides 
on the most beneficial aspects of the 
curriculum delivering key questions and 
statements for investigation. This is done, 
so that it remains alive in the students for 
a long time.

As well as this, the goals that are 
established are differentiated, meaning, 
that each question or statement moves the 
student through levels of difficulty. This is 
managed through the work of John Biggs 
and Tang (1999) called SOLO taxonomy.

Performances of Understanding: 
Performances of understanding is another 
way of making thinking visible. How do 
we know that students understand?  
Teachers will seek to provide different 
activities, assignments, projects and 
hands on experiences inside and 
outside of the classroom that will 
encourage students to demonstrate their 
understanding. 

Ongoing Assessment: What makes 
performances effective is not simply the 
activity students do but the way teachers 
continue the process of assessment 
by providing different opportunities to 
enhance learning. Students will build on 
their knowledge as teachers discuss and 
collaborate about the most effective way to 
assess and manage their student learning.

Lastly, Christian Practices: Christian 
practices puts the focus on what teachers 
do within the classroom and not simply say. 
Teachers are aware that the environment, 
habits and resources of learning can often 
remain with students longer than words. 
By combining our words with practices will 
not only engage students but communicate 
the values we have through action.
This is the Christ-centred approach for 
teaching and learning we have designed 
and trained for at Maranatha. We are 
excited at the prospect of this transforming 
the educative success of our teachers and 
students.

Developing Christian Thinkers 
Conference
The Teaching for Understanding (TfU) 
framework inspired the leadership of 
Maranatha to facilitate a conference in July 
that would help build a culture of thinking 
across the School. The conference was 
well attended both within the School and 
broader Christian School community.  It 
helped inspire teachers to develop the 
next generation of Christian thinkers within 
their classroom and outlined practical tools 
for our professional development. We 
had registrations from around the State, 
Shepparton, Ballarat and Drouin to name 
a few. Our plenary speaker Dr Brian Harris 
(Principal of Vose Seminary, Western 
Australia and Director of Christian Schools 

Australia) highlighted the importance of 
robust inquiry in Christian education and 
encouraged teachers to develop deep 
critical thinking students, while promoting 
the message of reconciliation through 
Jesus.

Curriculum Initiatives
This year has seen further rigour and 
vibrancy added to daily school life. 
Year 9 Weeks Without Walls (Create, 
Challenge, Investigate and Belong), Fast 
Track Mathematics, Bronze Medallion, 
Night of the Notables at Year 5, school 
musicals and performances, Science and 
Humanities inquiry programmes, band 
evenings, Chess and Theatre Sports 
have all been either newly added to or 
embedded within our curriculum. Whilst 
what we do is undoubtedly excellent, the 
School is always committed to further 
innovation that will increase the quality and 
depth of our students’ learning. 

Thank you
We are grateful for the contribution of 
Dr Roderick Crouch for introducing and 
developing a global approach to teaching 
and learning for Maranatha. We are 
thankful for the stabilising contribution of 
Mr Stuart Evans (Director of Studies) who 
led with consistency and grace throughout 
the year. Likewise, for all the Faculty 
Leaders and Coordinators for leading with 
enthusiasm and excellence within their 
skills and specialisms: Mr Matthew Whelan 
(Mathematics), Mrs Candice Thornton 
(Humanities), Miss Jessica Newlin 
(Health, Outdoor and Physical Education), 
Mrs Tamara Boag (Arts), Mr Richard 
Wiggs (Technology), Mrs Jeannie Crispin 
(Languages), Mrs Justine Iancu (Science), 
Mrs Melissa Millar (Primary Curriculum), 
Mrs Jan Kenney (Teacher Librarian), Mr 
Joseph Kan (E-Learning Coordinator), Mrs 
Jacqui Monk (Head of Education Support), 
Miss Libby Finn (VCAL Coordinator) 
and Mrs Suzanne McDonald (Executive 
Assistant).

Director of Studies

David Lepileo Stuart Evans
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With a heavy heart I have to acknowledge 
that my time at Maranatha is drawing to 
a close.  I’m on the final lap… the sprint 
to the finish line.  When I look back at 
the years I’ve spent here, emotions and 
memories come flooding.  I think of all 
the good experiences I’ve shared with 
some amazing people whom I’ve come 
to hold so dearly.  I fondly remember 
my adventures; making new and lasting 
friends, weathering a storm in a small tent 
on Year 9 camp, travelling to a new country 
and exploring a different culture in Year 10, 
enjoying our “City to Coast” week, I can go 
on… However, despite all the good times, I 
faced my fair share of struggles and trials.  
From my very first days at Maranatha, God 
set me a pretty big challenge in the form 
of serious anxiety which plagued my first 
few years of high school.  I can proudly say 
with great thankfulness, I acknowledge 
that those early turbulent years were 
overcome with the unwavering and quite 
frankly inspirational support of some 
amazing staff members, my family and my 
faith in the Lord.  These testing times at 
Maranatha have truly enriched my life.  

So you can imagine, when I had the 
honour of being School Captain this year, 
I felt so incredibly blessed.  Here was an 
opportunity to give back and serve the 
school that I’d come to love so dearly. I 
believe I have done this to the best of my 
ability.  It has been an extremely humbling 
privilege to have this role, not as leader but 
servant. 

“But among you it will be different. Those 
who are the greatest among you should 
take the lowest rank, and the leader should 
be like a servant.” Luke 22:26

My role as School Captain has allowed 
me to form bonds with students in the 
junior, middle and senior school.  I’ve had 
the blessing of spending some significant 
time with the Year 6s this year, which 
was always a highlight of my week.  The 
high point of my final year was our Easter 
service in which I was able to witness 
my peers sharing and expressing their 
faith through music, prayer, drama and in 
particular testimony, as I witnessed one of 
my closest friends share one of the most 
powerful devotions I have ever heard.

I am honoured to have been part of this 
wonderful Christ-centered community that 
is Maranatha Christian School! God Bless. 

Towards the start of the year, my mentor 
gave me this inspiring quote on leadership 
by Eugene Peterson: “My job is not to solve 
people’s problems or to make them happy, 
but to help them see grace operating in 
their lives.” 

This perspective has guided my own 
approach to school captaincy - an 
opportunity to serve, love, practise 
graciousness, and learn, all whilst trusting 
God for the outcome and depending on 
Him during times of adversity.

Throughout my time at Maranatha, my 
principle delight has been the opportunities 
to spend time with fellow students in various 
events. The competitive and thrilling nature 
of athletics and cross-country events have 
always been a highlight as a chance to 
showcase and recognise sporting talent, 
to engage in friendly competition and 
team spirit, and to witness the domination 
of a team of sporting stars (also referred 
to as Grevillea house). The vertical 
homegroup system has further provided 
a ‘time-out’ from academia to cultivate 
friendships across year levels and to 
challenge one another through devotions 
and discussions. I have loved our ongoing 
student-initiative “Altogether Beautiful”. 
This is a time for VCE and Year 7/8 girls to 
spend together during lunchtime, not only 
to mentor but to talk about life and love, 
and to eat food (always the highlight). The 
friendship shared between girls across 
these year levels has been genuine and 
valuable. Finally, the opportunity this year 
to spend a period a week with the Year 
6 maths class has been so much fun. I 
learnt about soccer and the goldmines, 
and realised how easy it is to forget times 
tables.
 

Throughout this year, the thing I’ve adored 
most is witnessing the way our student 
body has forged such camaraderie and 
unity, particularly between the merging 
sites. It was the Senate’s core vision to 
achieve a strong sense of ‘community’ 
through our fundraisers and worship 
events in 2016. Seeing our school society 
participating in team-building activities, 
contributing to homegroup discussions, 
and actively creating new relationships 
outside year-level expectations has been 
so rewarding. I have been delighted to 
witness a true formation of a Maranatha 
‘Party Mix’, and envision this continuing 
into the future.

As for my own journey, it’s been an odyssey 
of growth and learning…extending past 
the VCAA exam content. I’m so thankful 
for the mentors I’ve had throughout this 
year who have motivated and inspired me 
to ensure my faith in Christ is centripetal, to 
radiate love, give myself and others grace, 
and remember to enjoy life amongst its 
busyness and pressures. These members 
of staff have showcased this Christ-
like existence by exemplifying genuine 
compassion, providing me with valuable, 
life-long role models. No amount of thank 
you cards could articulate how grateful I 
am for their hours of time invested in my 
spiritual and personal wellbeing, as they 
have been the driving force behind the 
fulfilment of my leadership role.

Katy Boys 
School Captain

Aidan Del Socorro 
School Captain 



CHURINGA 2016 7

Whole School Staff Photo
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ANZAC Service
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It has been an exciting and eventful year at 
the Junior Schools in 2016. The Doveton 
site has been blessed with a number of 
new staff members, Caitlin Jacobs, Ben 
Heckathorn, Astrid Ferguson and Aleisha 
Bach from the Officer site. 

Many staff members have continued to 
take part in the Harvard ‘Teaching for 
Understanding’ course, improving their 
pedagogical practice and confidently 
increasing teaching knowledge.

Assemblies throughout the year were 
vibrant and have taken off with a blast! 
Students and staff have presented many 
dynamic messages, including class 
performance items, and the worship 
moments were always a special part of 
assembly time. The Olympic Opening and 
Closing Ceremony assemblies were the 
highlight of Term 3.

A number of memorable events took place 
across both junior schools.

Easter Week was celebrated with a 
grand ‘palm tree’ entry into the Doveton 
site. Students studied the story of Easter 
following the footsteps of Jesus leading 
to His resurrection. The Doveton site 
was a sea of yellow as students and 
staff dressed in yellow for the Yellow Day 
fundraiser which also included a visit from 
the Richmond Football Club. Book Day at 
the Officer site was fun filled with activities 
and dress ups. The Junior School 
production showcased all the amazing 
talents and creativity of students. Filled 
with character, drama and excitement, the 
Night of Notables presented by the Year 
5 students was an amazing experience 
of discovery of notable people from 
our history. Grandparents Day was a 
wonderful time for the grandparents of 
our students, exploring classrooms and 
getting involved in class activities.

Our highly successful Buddy program 
at the Doveton site has been an exciting 
time for Prep and ELC students. Year 
5 and Prep students have established 
positive relationships, participating in fun 
activities every two weeks while Year 4 
students visit the ELC and take part in 
the experiences of the day at the ELC in 
readiness for the coming year.

Thank you to all the parents for your 
trust and support, and to students for 
your continued effort through the year. 
Finally, thank you to all the staff for your 
dedication, time and wonderful care of our 
Maranatha students.

Jenny Rus
Assistant Director Junior Schools
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Doveton Staff Photos
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Yvonne De Kretzer 
ELC Assistant

ELC 4 Year Old

Venus Mavin Thekkekkara Sienne Urrutia

Rebecca Starchenko 
ELC Director
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Carol Boyd - Moss

Prep B
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Aleisha Bach

Lisa Fernado
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Year 1D

David Barnes
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Angeline Chilaka Isadora Argendra

Sophie Munday

Carolyn Stanway
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Year 3H

Ben Heckathorn
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Caitlin Jacobs
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Year 4W

 Lindsay Williams

Tanisha Perera
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Astrid Ferguson
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Year 5DC

Yolanda Charalambous Karen Drysdale
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Kerry Peterson

Abbey Hii Adam Perumal Chloe Chrystl 3H

Dante Begue 5CD Grace Hitch Janelle Botros 

Kerry Peterson Lavina Mathew Lavinia Stow 5F

Russel Nauta 3J Shadrach Silva 5F

Rachel Flores Rianne Avena 5F Robin Nauta



CHURINGA 2016 23

The students have been busy with many 
musical activities this year. The Choir 
has had the opportunity to perform in the 
community at Doveton Baptist Church 
and Dandenong Plaza. Students at all 
year levels have been involved in learning 
percussion parts to class instrumental 
pieces. An interesting instrument that 
many students enjoy using are the 
boomwhackers, which are long colourful 
tuned tubes that are played by ‘whacking’ 
onto a hard surface. Term 3 has been a 
whirlwind of rehearsals for the production 
“The Peace Child”, a story that reflects the 
good news that God gave his son Jesus 
to His people to make peace between us 
and Himself. 

Music

Kay Cai
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It has been another busy year in the 
Library. We participated in the National 
Simultaneous Storytime, ran an Olympic 
Readathon to celebrate the Olympic 
Games in Rio as well as Book Week 
which was a lot of fun. This year we held 
our Book Week Activities Day at Officer. 
As well as lots of activities, the book ‘Mr 
Huff’ by Anna Walker was performed by 
Meerkat Productions and we also held 
a Book Fair.  Storytime sessions run at 
our ELC each week are always fun and 
engaging. Our Library Administrators 
for 2016 have been Xander Luxford, 
Dante Begue, Tania Diachevsky, Davina 
Raj, Shadrach Silva, Ivan Yang, Midum 
Kang, Jenson Chin, Isabella Vaupotic, 
Heidi Board, Rachel Garnepudi, Izzy 
Englebrecht, Jordan Gan, Robin Nauta, 
Zion Aaifou, Brodi Morgan, Margarate 
Manoj, Matthew Tarsicius and Jordan 
John. They have been a great support 
over the year helping at lunchtimes 
with shelving, setting up our Storytime 
activities and helping younger students. 
‘Each of you should use whatever gift you 
have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace in its various 
forms’. 1 Peter 4:10

Lynne Mitchell and
Jodi Jimmieson

Little Fish Tales
We have had great fun this year with 
Storytime for our pre-schoolers. We 
welcomed new families and 2 babies 
during the year. Thank you to everyone 
for making our Tuesday mornings so 
meaningful. We will continue to pray for 
our pre-schoolers who will be starting 
school next year, bless you and your 
families. ‘Now then, my children, listen to 
me; blessed are those who keep my ways’ 
Proverbs 8:32

Lynne Mitchell
Librarian

Jodi Jimmieson

Lynne Mitchell
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The Art Place

A wonderful pre-school program for 
children aged between 2 and 5 years.
Throughout the year we have enjoyed 
creating a range of arts and crafts.
It has been a lovely time of sharing, 
creating and watching the children 
develop their skills.

Deb Buruma 
The Art Place Coordinator
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Enhancement



CHURINGA 201628 Officer Staff Photos



CHURINGA 2016 29

ELC 3 Year Old

Amani Talo Amar Abdelnour Andreas Salloum Ashleigh Meenks Callum Fitzpatrick Dana Schepermann

Daniel Hughes Imogen Carrick Leah Buck Linus Aliva Lucia Pryor Miriam Carrick

Oliver Peart Patrick DeJong Saad Abdelnour Tahlia Reginald Xavier Thomas

Monica Capusso
ELC Teacher

Kellie Tankard
ELC Co Educator
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Annette Gordon
ELC Teacher

Claire Robbins
Director ELC

Dekoda D’Monte-Burns Talia Mugo

Joyce Rady

Kellie Tankard
ELC Co Educator

Amelia Cimino
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Prep M

Melissa Millar
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Claire Jones

Liam Deeb
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Jenny Hooimeyer

Year 2H
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Lynne Schmidt

Year 3S
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Year 4F

Suzanne Fitzpatrick
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Year 5B

Kirsten Brice
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Library

The library is a vibrant place and even 
more so this year with our being open at 
8am and after school until 4pm. Colouring 
in can be done every morning and is very 
popular. Lunch time activities include: 
games – Monday, Lego- Tuesday, 
colouring in - Wednesday, jigsaw puzzles- 
Thursday and G rated movies on Friday 
Colouring in is still the favourite activity 
and completed pictures are displayed on 
the wall for one week.

This year we have had a record number 
of students wanting to be trained at 
the circulation desk. This involves 
returning, loaning and renewing books, 
adding reservations and discussions 
about overdue books. This is a position of 
responsibility; I have trained Year 4 and 
5 students who have shown an interest in 
helping and a couple of Year 3 students 
this year. They practise their skills before 
school and during their class library time.

We were fortunate to have a visit from 
popular Australian author Jacqueline 
Harvey this year at both our Officer and 
Doveton sites for students in Year 1 – Year 
5. Jacqueline spoke to us about writing 
books, what important things we would 
need to put into a story if we were going 
to write one. She talked about some of 
her favourite characters in her Clementine 
Rose and Alice-Miranda series. She also 
told us a little bit about the next book she 
is working on. It was very exciting to hear 
her speak. Many children brought books 
from home to get them signed, others 
purchased them prior to or on the day. We 
had a great visit.

Book Week celebrations this year 
was combined with all students from 
Doveton including both ELCs and held 
at the Officer site. Meerkat Productions 
performed a play based on the book 
Mr Huff by Anna Walker which won the 
CCBA best Early Childhood book award. 
The performance was well done and very 
entertaining. It was wonderful to have all 
our junior students together for the day 
and lots of fun was had by everyone. 

The costume parade was a highlight, 
thank you to parents and grandparents 
who worked hard producing them. The 
dress parade this year was based on 
the theme Australia: Story Country and 
each class dressed as characters from 
an Australian novel that the class teacher 
had chosen.

We also had a Book Fair by Lamont 
Books during the day and Officer Library 
received $247.50 in commission from the 
sales which we bought new books with. 
Another big thank you to everyone.

During the Olympics we ran a colouring 
competition to design an Olympic medal 
and it was hard for the judge to choose the 
1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners.

The Accelerated Reading program 
is keeping our Years 2-5 continually 
borrowing, reading and doing quizzes 
and their reading is improving, well done 
everyone.

Keep reading in whatever form you prefer, 
reading is great, it stretches the mind, 
provides a relaxing escape into new ideas 
and places and can be very interesting 
and informative.

Robyn McFadzean 
Library Technician
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Junior School Music

This year the ELC children and 
the Junior students participated 
in a range of musical activities. 
They enjoyed exploring the various 
elements of music through singing, 
movement, games and playing 
tuned and non-tuned instruments. 
The Year 3 students learned basic 
recorder playing, while the Year 4 
students built on the recorder skills 
learned in the previous year, as 
well as studying theory. The Year 5 
students learned basic ukulele skills 
and more advanced theory concepts. 
The highlight for students during the 
year however, was preparing and 
performing the musical Peace Child, 
which represents the gospel theme 
of true peace and reconciliation only 
being possible through the offering 
of a son. It was a joy to see students 
of all ages cooperating, learning 
from each other and discovering 
new skills.

Lynne Lawson
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Enhancement
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Junior Production
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The Mandarin program in Junior School 
aims to foster the love and interest 
for language and develop students’ 
communication skills through variety 
of gestures, music, rhymes, dancing, 
extensive ICT, oral conversation and fun 
hands-on craft. 

Students gradually foster their 
understanding towards the Chinese 
language system and learn to recognise 
and trace basic characters. 

Through celebrating Chinese New Year, 
students discover that Chinese festivals 
are celebrated in different parts of the 
world and learn to respect and embrace 
diversity. 

As the topics are closely related to real 
life, students are encouraged to apply 
their knowledge on a daily basis.  From 
Year 5, iPads are used intensively for 
daily learning and deepen language 
understanding where students learn, 
plan and record their oral conversations 
through creating short clips and making 
booklets. 

Sonia Hu
LOTE (Mandarin) Teacher

Sonia Hu
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Camps, Sleepovers & Stay-Late
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Junior School Leadership
The House Leaders have lead through 
example this year. Leaders from both 
Junior Schools attended the GRIP 
Student Leadership conference in the city; 
they ran all the fortnightly assemblies, 
coordinated the lunch time sports 
borrowing and House paper pick-up 
every day and organised the Yellow Day 
fundraiser. The Year 5 Student Council 
supported the House Leaders with events 
throughout the year. They also executed 
their allocated job each semester with 
pride and diligence. Our leaders are an 
amazing group of students, and I look 
forward to how their leadership skills will 
continue to develop and grow in the future. 

Jason Burgess 
Director Junior School 

Jenny Rus 
Assistant Director
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Introduction

‘How we are remembered’ 

How one finishes a year has a lasting 
impact on how they are remembered going 
forward. Our students had an eventful 
year, and they have finished well. Year 
7’s transitioned well into Year 8 during the 
early commencement program. Our 2017 
Year 7’s and 6’s had a fun day during their 
orientation day. All of these activities have 
shown how our student have grown over 
the year. 

With the summer holidays here and 
students preparing to be with family and 
friends in the glorious sunshine, I reflect 
on the year that has been. The time has 
flown by, but it has been a great year. 
God has continued to have his hand on 
all of our students and the Middle school, 
in particular, is growing into a vibrant 
community. 

Thank you to all those that have made the 
year so brilliant and we look forward to 
another great year in 2017!

Jess De Zilva Lance Kannemeyer
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Jess De Zilva Lance Kannemeyer
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Year 6D

Jeffery Douglass
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Alison Gould
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Year 6K

Michelle Kidd
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‘Discover what you are truly capable of’. This is 
the motto of the Summit Adventure Camp and it’s 
what our Year 6 students have been challenged 
with all year. Our camp was a combination of 
snake wrangling, tank riding, mud crawling, 
laser skirmishing, high wiring, fear frying, teams 
uniting, excellence. Students were asked to 
set themselves targets they believed were 
achievable for each activity and then to go that 
next step of stretching themselves to take the 
hands off of the rope when walking on a wire 15 
metres above ground or to take the giant swing to 
that next level of height or navigate through the 
pitch black cave, even when fear begins to take 
hold. My personal favourite event, the ‘Monster 
Challenge’ had students working in their activity 
groups, against the teachers, to complete an 
extreme obstacle course together that takes 
students over high walls, crawling through mud 
pits and swimming through lakes, at night! This 
shared experience builds teamwork like no 
other (especially when you see the teachers go 
first and you have to beat them!) and it is great to 
see the way students rise to the challenge and 
encourage one another the entire way. Year 6 
camp is a blast.

Year 6 Camp
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Year 7D

Renee Twyford
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Blessy Mathew
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Candice Thornton

Year 7T
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Year 8D

Justine Iancu

8D Home Group had the privilege of being 
an all boy class in 2016. During the course 
of the year devotions held were focused 
on men of the Bible with character 
studies completed on Abraham, Jacob, 
Joseph, Moses, Joshua and Samson and 
various others. Students participated by 
contributing during discussion time, by 
reading the Bible passage and through 
prayer. The History Channel’s ‘The Bible 
Series’ was also viewed by students, and 
this allowed the Biblical stories to come 
alive. Questions and answer time was the 
theme of Term 3, with the boys posing 
faith questions and seeking answers from 
the Bible. The boys also had regular down 
time with Fun Fridays a key highlight of the 
week with either participating in Soccer or 
Basketball on the courts or board games 
in class. 
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Larissa Jephcott
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Year 8P

Claire Powrie
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Middle School Activities
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“The person who trusts me will not 
only do what I’m doing but even 
greater things, because I, on my way 
to the Father, am giving you the same 
work to do that I’ve been doing. You 
can count on it.” John 14:12

Our aim at Maranatha is to prepare 
our students for a life of service in the 
world; to make a difference wherever 
God may call them and to always give 
God the glory. 

It has been such a joy and a 
privilege to serve once again as the 
Head of Senior School with House 
Coordinators Jennifer Munyard, 
Maxwell Cuddon, Jessica de Silva 
and Craig Minty. I can only describe 
them in one word: TEAM. I have 
enjoyed watching our new House 
Group system grow and see the 
exciting things that staff and students 
have introduced to make their group a 
home for each other. These activities 
have included sharing their stories, 
preparing devotions, singing together, 
eating together as a group and with 
other groups in their House and 
raising funds in cakes sales, video 
games and biryani lunches; that is 
just to name a few. I have enjoyed 
watching students from Years 9 to 12 
working together and getting to know 
each other as friends. Thank you, 
Home Group teachers.

It has been amazing to watch our 
dedicated staff work tirelessly all year 
to prepare, inspire and mentor our 
Class of 2016 to be their very best. I 
have worked with part-time staff who 
have come to School on their day off 
to help a student. Thank you, staff, for 
your dedication. 

I am proud of the way that our Class of 
2016 finished their year with us; many 
of them after 13 years at Maranatha 
Christian School. Well done Class of 
2016! We are very proud of you and 
our prayers are always for you.
Aidan Del Socorro and Katy Boys 
provided outstanding leadership for 
the Senate. They have continued a 
tradition of service that has always 
been a mark of the School Captains 
of our School. Thank you Senate for 
your leadership and hard work in your 
home group and around the School. 
It is a gift to work with parents who 
share the School’s vision. Thank you 
parents for your support and prayer 
for the School. It has always brought 
a smile to my heart when I am in the 
front office and there is a group of 
parents in one of the interview rooms 
praying.

Thank you God for your presence with 
us and provision for us this year. 

Colleen Dutlow 
Head of Senior School

Colleen Dutlow 
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Acacia 1 & 2

Glennis Alley Rick Wiggs
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 Delwyn Maidment David Lepileo
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Grevillea 1 & 2

Mathew Whelan 



CHURINGA 201668 Grevillea 3 & 4

 Joseph Kan Claire Olney
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Kurrajong 1 & 2

Peter RepseAlex Rus 



CHURINGA 201670 Kurrajong 3 & 4

Jonathan Bach  Jeannie Crispin
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Waratah 1 & 2

Jennifer Munyard Lisa Shalders
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Graeme Smith  Tamara Boag
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Year 9 Camp
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This year the students of Year 9 were 
involved in an interactive and exciting 
program called Weeks Without 
Walls. For five days, every term, 
students immersed themselves in 
subject specific activities, designed 
to teach students the importance of a 
balanced life and encouraging them to 
immerse themselves in situations that 
can stretch them physically, mentally 
and spiritually. 

Term 1: February 22nd – 26th 
CREATE week

Students were involved in a week 
that pushed them out of their comfort 
zones. A duo from Mr Bach and Mr 
Evans began the week along with a 
session on African drumming. A day 
at our Officer campus was filled with 
laughter as the Year 9 class were 
encouraged to act and engage in 
theatre. Through visual art, students 
‘tapped into’ their own creativity 
and were able to reflect and identify 
with the God who creates through 
photography and images. Students 
were inspired to understand that 
our creativity reflects God’s own 
personality. The week was filled with 
fun as they sang, painted, hit drums 
and acted together. A great time of 
learning and joy. 

Term 2: May 9th – 13th 
CHALLENGE week 

Likewise, this week students were 
involved in various excursions and 
activities throughout the week, 
designed to provide them with the 
opportunity to be challenged and 
therefore add depth to their character.  
The week included hikes, water 
activities, a bronze medallion course, 
a high ropes course, the No Apologies 
program, team building activities as 
well as the House Cross Country 
carnival. Students were pushed to 
their limits and learnt the importance 
of safe and meaningful relationships.

Term 3: August 15th – 19th 
INVESTIGATE week 

This week students engaged in 
practical scientific and mathematical 
challenges. They went orienteering 
to understand the patterns of the 
environment and elements of the world 
around them. Rocket building was a 
highlight as students propelled their 
work into the sky. They gained insight 
on the Maths of gambling and alcohol, 
inspiring them to make educated and 
Godly choices. As well as teaching the 
students the importance of financial 
management, taxation, credit cards, 
superannuation, finances, loans and 
banking. 

Term 4: November 23rd – 28th 
BELONG week 

This week incorporated the Year 
9 camp. The students travelled to 
Canberra embarking on a journey 
that helped them identify with their 
national “past, present and possible 
future”. As the students travelled 
toward our nations’ capital, they 
identified with our pioneers and were 
inspired by the feats of the Kelly gang. 
Once they reached the ACT, students 
learnt to appreciate the sacrifice of 
our soldiers at the Australian War 
Memorial. Students recognised the 
value of living in a democratic society 
and were inspired to think about their 
contribution to the world as Disciples 
of Christ. 

David Lepileo
Director of Studies
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Small Business Week

Small Business Week provides 
students studying Accounting in Year 
11 with an opportunity to put their 
classroom skills into practise.  After 
coming up with a business proposal, 
students working in partnerships of 
three, must conduct a feasibility study, 
calculate break-even costs, market 
their product, negotiate rental and 
lease agreements, purchase stock 
and finally run their business for a 
week during recess and lunchtimes. 

Most profitable business this year was 
‘Wing It’, however it was pleasing to 
see all other businesses also make 
a profit.  Food on offer included hot 
chips, hot jam donuts (so yummy), iced 
donuts, hamburgers, Crawley balls, 
spiders, ice-cream with toppings, 
and potato gems.  Along with a most 
entertaining ‘throw water balloons at 
teachers’ opportunity, the week was a 
resounding success. Special thanks 
to Mr Minty and Mr Wiggs for putting 
their heads on the line.  Also to Noah 
Piwari for acting as Ms Finn’s proxy!  

Well done to all involved in the week 
- Javan Ekanayake, Nadine Freijah, 
Francis Chaves, Trent Prasad, 
Michael Jaske, Sharlom Niupulusu, 
Ashley Kelaart, Anthony Kharoufeh, 
Patrick Mihaila, Josiah Archer, Callum 
Buck, Emmanual Yoa and Nathan 
Crawley.  

Julie French 
Director of Staff Operations and 
Accounting Teacher
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Careers has been a vibrant and exciting 
hub of activity at Maranatha in 2016. 
Maranatha has rich diversity in it’s 
students’ interests, abilities, skills and 
giftings.  Students explored what it means 
practically to discover and develop their 
God-given gifts, abilities and character for 
a life of service to the Lord in contemporary 
society.  

Senior students invested time in 
researching about their individual 
giftings, different careers and pathway 
opportunities, researching and planning 
for courses, developing job skills and 
approaches to finding employment and 
developing their ability to communicate 
their strengths with others. Year 11 and 
12 students attended Careers Expo’s and 
spent time chatting through their future 
options as part of their career plan. 

A new Careers framework will be 
introduced in 2017 at Maranatha from Year 
6 to Year 12. This framework is formative 
in nature and will put in place disciplines to 
help students in their journey to discover 
the plans God has for them in future study 
and employment. 

Jonathan Bach 
VCE and Vocation Coordinator

Jonathan Bach
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Year 12 Retreat
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VCAL Year 11 & 12

This year in VCAL, students have worked 
to develop skills and work experience in 
a variety of careers. Students have been 
studying at TAFE and at school, to gain 
experience and knowledge in different 
vocations such as bricklaying, hospitality, 
beauty, building and construction, sound 
production and hairdressing. They have 
developed work skills and professionalism 
in their work placements and through a 
number of school based projects.

During Term 2, a number of students 
were involved in making and grouting a 
large mosaic mural for display at school. 
The mural is to be part of a series of 
works depicting the miracles of Christ and 
was created in collaboration with Year 9 
students.  Students learned safe work 
practices and practical skills in creating 
the work.

VCAL students have been honing their 
skills in the kitchen this year and organised 
and ran a successful Restaurant Night 
during Term 3. They transformed the food 
technology classrooms into a buzzing 
restaurant and prepared and served 
excellent Italian food to over 40 guests. 
Students learned many skills around 
planning and organisation as well as 
customer service and presentation skills. 
A new project that VCAL is very excited 
about is the Coffee Window. Students 
have done barista training and a new 
coffee machine and grinder has been 
purchased. The coffee window opened 
in Term 4 and will be an ongoing VCAL 
project. Students will run the window as 
a micro business and hope to introduce a 
breakfast menu in 2017.
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Craig Minty
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Year 12 Acacia

Jordan Ashdown: 

Vera Bakerov: 

Jared Balraj:  

Anneliese Brough: 

Jared D’Costa: 

Madeline Herat: 

Rumesh Jayasekera: 

Joel Jetmar: 

Adam Kruize: 

Madisson McKindley: 

Bronwyn Maidment: ‘

Daniel Mangelsdorf: 

Maria Nabukalu: 

Lilly Pitama: 

Caleb Poppenbeck: 

Neeraj Seeruthun: 

Memory / Quote / Verse

Can this be a meme instead? – J. Ashdown

 “If you can’t convince them, confuse them”

 ‘I hate when I’m on a flight, I wake up with a water bottle next 
to me like oh great now I gotta be responsible for this water 
bottle.’- K. West

Trust in the Lord. Have faith, do not despair. Trust in the 
Lord. Psalm 27:14

Ain’t no fun if the aliens have none. Mc Ride

The Year 10 Thailand Mission Trip

Being able to be DJaya at free dress days

Being allowed to hit Mr. Minty in Year 7 band to see what a 
firm diaphragm is like

Making lifelong friends at Maranatha

The Year 12 Retreat at Sorrento

‘Sit up the front, it’s where the Holy Spirit falls’ – Mrs. Dutlow

‘I’m going to shoot everyone at VCAA’ ☺ – Mrs. Hereford

Everything in this world needs patience; without patience 
you can’t survive. M. Nabukalu 

Collecting the chicken eggs at Officer

‘Don’t vote for me’ – D. Tadros, Senate application speech, 
2014

Year 7 Rally Days
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Jessica De Silva
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Year 12 Grevillea
Stefania Andrei

Katherine Boys

Genevieve Cameron

Daniel Daubeney

Liam Dudley  

Meredith French 

Branden Ginns

Brandon Hendricks  

Dean Loa

Kyan Michalik 

Ethan Sargeant  

Terese Smulders 

Jordi Sutanto 

Gerard Tarsicius 

  

Year 10 Camp

Getting disqualified at the swimming carnival for 
using floaties

Milking the cows at Officer

Indonesia and Thailand Mission Trip

Boomshaka, Taylor Swift Fan Club, Vee & Josh, 
Lunchtime Worship

“Year 9 Tasmania Camp
Rahul’s Dancing at Year 12 Formal”

Football and Friends

Year 10 Thiland Mission Trip

Thailand 2014, most unforgettable moments of my 
life

Year 10 Surf Camp - Four Days of Awesome

“When I see someone pretty, I stare, I smile and 
then I put the mirror down” - Caleb Jenkins

Year 10 Surf Camp - Torquay was pretty great, 
we went on a beach walk, Liam Johnson fell off a 
swing, JUST our year level occupied the whole of 
Geelong Adventure Park for the day.

Weekly Worship every Thursday lunchtime

Weekly Worship every Thursday lunchtime

Memory / Quote / Verse
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Maxwell Cuddon
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Year 12 Kurrajong

Klara Ayad

Sarah Ciortuz

Jack Cook

Kirsty De Rozairo

Aidan Del Socorro

Jasmine Hutchinson

Caleb Jenkins

Liam Johnson

Lochlan Jones

Jacob Linossier

James Lobriza

Luke Marin

Jelene Moyes

Divyena Naidu

Priyena Naidu

Rahul Naidu

Nadia Rodrigo

Ethan Samuels

David Tadros

Reath Tut

Lochlan Jones

Thailand - making me realise how lucky I am for 
the life I live and having a massive turn around 
from it. 

Kurrajong not coming last in Cross Country 2016 

The night Brandon played with the darts 

Mrs Alley’s meditation sessions & Sociology life 
lessons. Year 10 camp. 

The time I missed my plane to Canberra for the 
Student Leadership Conference 

Shearing the sheep at Officer                                                                         

“Hard work never killed anyone …but why take a 
chance.” Someone wise  

Having a first person perspective on the 
development from Year 7 to 12 on Jordan Smith’s 
pearly whites

Peasant’ - Jacob. 

Mr Ham placing his hand on the Van de Graaff 
generator and saying to the class “Look, my hair is 
standing up on end!”

Breaking many things unintentially at Year 12 
retreat. 

Wreaking havoc at the Grade 2 sleepover with 
Hannah, and running up and down the stairs at 
midnight to cure growing pains. 

Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate 
and broad is the road that leads to destruction and 
many enter it. But small is the gate and narrow 
the road that leads to life and only a few find it. 
Matthew 7:13-14   

Coming to MCS and meeting some ‘figgy’ people. 

When I left high school. 

Maria’s fights with David, silly fights, it happens all 
the time. 

First day of High School David yells “I hate the new 
Year 7’s” 

“swash, backwash” - R.Smith 

Best times at Marantha were the Year 10 & 12 
camps and also doing VCAL  

Mrs Boyd-Moss snapping a rule in Grade 2 after 
being angered by Josh Daniel.

Memory / Quote / Verse
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Year 12 Waratah

Jesse Morse

Jonathan  Soetojo 

Laurissa  Tucker

Stephanie Watson

Gabriel Ankoma-Kwarteng

Hannah Crotty

Zacaria Roman

April Scott

Jordan Smith

Lachlan Dunstan

Lucy Keith

Mikaela McLean

Chelsea Raar

Jarryd Verdan

Jacqueline Alford

Chantelle Cooksey

Nathan Pham

Bridget Bugeja

Ephesians 6:10 – Finally, build up your strength in 
union with the Lord and by means of His mighty 
power.

Mrs Hodge making us write lines on the 
computer.

Bird funeral in Year 8 (R.I.P.)

Year 12 Retreat

Psalm 23

Eating glue in class with Jelene in Grade 2 and 
Laurissa being disgusted.

Year 12 Retreat

Philippians 4:13 – I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me.

Fish and Chip Lads 2015

If you fail the first time, try next month. ~Lockie

Art Family 2015 and 2016

When Mr Lepileo put Lisa’s blazer on and took 
a selfie while she was out of the room #thuglife 
(Sociology2015)

“It’ll add some spice to your life”  - Mr Whelan

Psalm 116: 5-9 (NIV)

“Whether you think you can, or you think you 
can’t - you’re right.”  ~ Henry Ford

“The two most powerful warriors are patience and 
time.” ~ Leo Tolstoy

Quote: “Don’t vote for me.”

‘Every day is a fashion show and the world is my 
runway.’

Memory / Quote / Verse
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Debutante Ball
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Year 12 Formal
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Year 12 Graduation Ceremony
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Valedictory



CHURINGA 201696 Endeavour Hills Staff Photos



CHURINGA 2016 97

Interhouse Sport
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CSEN Sport
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Service
This year our students have been involved in 
a variety of service projects and community 
events ranging from gardening to cooking. 
In Term 3 the whole school focussed on 
looking at the problems faced by people 
in developing countries and the lack of 
clean water and sanitation. Working with 
a group called Beyond Water our students 
were challenged to have empathy for those 
less fortunate than themselves and do 
what they could to make a difference. The 
following was written by Mrs Kirsten Brice 
in response to the efforts of her Year 5 
students. 

When compassion is stirred
 
Compassion is action. Compassion moves. 
It doesn’t stand still. It doesn’t ignore the 
problem. And it surely doesn’t turn away 
when someone is in need.

In Week 1 of this Term, Beyond Water came 
to visit Officer. The images and stories 
shared with the students were, for some 
students, mind blowing. Compassion was 
stirred. For some it caused them distress; 
how can life be so hard for kids just like 
me? Empathy was nudged in others; How 
do kids in Africa feel when others laugh at 
them because they have to use toilets with 
no doors? Compassion was stirred in the 
hearts of others; what can little me do to 
help?

Year 5B students from Officer started 
dreaming of ways they could help. They 
wanted to fix the problem, be the solution 
to the situation. They each thought of how 
they could take action and after careful 
consideration, they rose to the challenge 
and began preparing a way to raise money 
for Beyond Water; an organisation who 
build simple toilet blocks for poverty stricken 
people in East Africa. Compassion was 
stirred and they organised a $1 lucky dip 
for all Officer Junior School students. They 
donated toys from home and sacrificed 
simple things for this terrific cause.  They 
then sorted and wrapped the toys. Their 
goal is to raise $150 from this effort. On 
the 3rd day of the Lucky Dip week, they 
revised their target to $200. Come Friday, 
their hearts were bursting with pride, they 
had hit $240.

The beauty of this story is the simple, 
compassion was stirred. The simple 
questions in their hearts – How can I help?
It’s easy to come up with thoughts and 
ideas of how we can help others.  It’s not 
until the sacrifice needs to be paid that we 
realise the value of compassion.  Although 
thoughts are lovely, it’s often action that 
costs us a price. Some of these students 
brought in items that had enormous 
emotional attachments for them. One 
student remembered the memories of 
being pacified by a beautiful little white 
bunny with a small silk blanket attached. 
She loved that toy, it was her friend for 
years, it brought her comfort when she was 
frightened at night and soothed her when 
she was unwell. She quietly donated that 
soft silk toy and wondered, will anyone 
even like this used toy that still now means 
so much to me? She paid a price, not a 

financial price so much, but an enormous 
heart sacrifice. Compassion was stirred.
On day 1 of the lucky dip a Prep student 
excitedly lined up with her shiny gold coin. 
She waited with anticipation, she’d never 
done a lucky dip but had heard wonderful 
stories of people who had. Finally she got 
to the front, it was her turn. She handed 
over her $1 coin and headed to the ‘girl’ 
table. After making her choice, she ripped 
the paper off quickly to find a small white 
bunny with a silk blanket attached. Her 
eyes lit up, her heart pounded, she began 
to dance with sheer delight. “I’m so lucky,” 
she squealed.

I’ve known this Prep student from the day 
she was born, she is my niece. One thing 
that has been remarkable in her life is the 
delight her bedtime ‘bear’ brings; it has 
pacified her and it has been her friend, 
BUT… it’s brown and it’s a boy, and he’s 
pretty old and ratty now. 

When I shared this with the Year 5 student 
who donated her little bunny, a tear came 
to her eye, she’s had a tough week, her 
Grandma died last Wednesday. Her 
response was beautiful, “I gave something 
so big yet so small, and in return I was 
given something so big yet so small. I’m 
so glad I chose to donate my bunny.”

The key word here is chose.  She chose to 
give. She chose to take action.  No longer 
did she just think about it, she decided 
to let compassion stir her enough to 
sacrifice. Compassion was stirred.

In this case, we were raising finances, a 
really materialistic thing. But I know for 
sure that the Year 5 student’s hearts were 
changed this week, even in a tiny way.  
I’m confident that I can leave this small 
seed planted in my Year 5 hearts for God 
to continue to nurture in their life time. It 
wasn’t so much about my Year 5’s raising 
money as it was an opportunity for them to 
respond to the image of God stamped on 
their hearts; a chance to be God’s hands 
and feet and care for others in ways we 
can.
 
Whether it’s within your family, your 
friendships, your church, community, 
neighbourhood, state, country or around 
the globe, let’s find good things to be 
inspired by and weigh up what sacrifice or 
price we’re willing to make to respond with 
compassion.

Compassion is action. Compassion 
moves. It doesn’t stand still. It doesn’t 
ignore the problem. And it surely doesn’t 
turn away when someone is in need. 
Compassion stirred?

Kirsten Brice
Year 5 teacher
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It is undoubtedly evident that technology 
over the past several years has become an 
integral part to society and how we interact 
with the world, whether it’d be at work, 
home or social outings. With this rapid and 
progressive digital culture, it has made it 
increasingly important to remain intuitive, 
current and discerning to what relevant 
and necessary skills we need to equip our 
children with. No longer is digital technology 
and ICT seen as a separate entity but a 
major literacy skill that integrates itself 
across numerous disciplines. Therefore it is 
our responsibility as educators and parents 
to guide and teach our children in the way 
that they should go (Proverbs 22:6), as well 
as to remain connected in today’s digital 
world.

The development, integration and use of 
technology at Maranatha over the past 
few years have been impressive from only 
having a few desktop computer rooms to 
now having 1:1 ICT Programs in all sub-
schools beginning of 2017 – iPads in Junior 
School (Year 5), iPads in Middle School 
(Years 6-8) and BYOD in Senior School 
(Years 9-12). With SEQTA, our Learning 
Management System (LMS), being the 
central hub to all our ICT Programs, 
enabling us to deliver curriculum and 
lesson content in an efficient and effective 
way that supports and dramatically 
improves overall teaching and learning. It 
is truly remarkable to look back and see 
what we have achieved as a school and 
what amazing support and high quality 
services we are providing for our students, 
for their preparation of service to the Lord 
in contemporary society.

This year our focus and attention have been 
to strengthen our partnership with parents 
- believing it is important to be equipping 
and supporting our parents of Maranatha 
and build upon the learning community to 
continue training and discipling our children 
in their learning both at home and at school. 
So we are proud to have launched our first 
two ‘Tech-Ed Events’ this year to support 
parents of students involved in either or 
both of our iPad and BYOD Programs. 
The response and feedback from these 
two events have been encouraging, which 
gives reason and excitement to continue 
this form of support to the Maranatha 
parent community next year and beyond. It 
is a deep desire and passion to disciple our 
children wherever they are. 

We continue to look forward to the future 
development of technology and ICT at 
Maranatha and the opportunities it opens 
up for teaching and learning. On behalf 
of Maranatha, we would like to thank you 
for you ongoing support and contribution 
to Maranatha as we continue to make 
students’ learning experiences exciting, 
engaging and relevant, particularly with the 
use of ICT.

Many thanks and blessings,
 
Joseph Kan
eLearning Coordinator

eLearning
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Wow, what a year it has been at Maranatha 
Christian School! There has been so 
much happening across the school and 
the Mathematics department has been no 
different. This year saw the introduction 
of some exciting new initiatives, as well as 
an improved focus on the ones that were 
already in place.

For new initiatives, there has been the 
inaugural Weeks Without Walls program for 
Year 9s, with one of the weeks focused on 
Mathematics and Science, with the theme 
of Investigation. During this week, students 
were confronted with a wide variety of 
mathematical and scientific pursuits 
and investigations, leading to a rich 
learning experience for all involved. In the 
Mathematics workshops, students learned 
about the Mathematics behind Gambling 
and Alcohol and were challenged to think 
critically about these prevalent social issues 
from both a mathematical perspective, as 
well as a Christian perspective.

Another new initiative was the introduction 
of Fast Track Mathematics, a program 
where Year 9 students could undertake 
a Year 10 Mathematics course. This now 
enables a large number of Year 9s to take a 
Year 11 Mathematics course while in Year 
10 without being disadvantaged. Here you 
can see a number of students at work, trying 
to understand how to solve problems that 
aren’t so straight forward! Well done to this 
group of students for being the first group to 
take on the challenge of Fast Track!

This year also saw 5 Year 12 and 2 Year 11 
students volunteer some time every week to 
assist students with learning Mathematics 
in the Year 6 classroom. Although a little 
unsure at first, these students soon grew 
into fantastic tutors for the Year 6 classes 
and had a profound impact on their learning 
and were able to build strong relationships 
between the youngest and oldest students 
here at Endeavour Hills. Thanks to Katie 
Boys, Genny Cameron, Aidan del Socorro, 
Kirsten Fletcher, Bryony Forrest, Jasmine 
Hutchinson and Jordan Smith for your 
commitment to the students this year!

Mathematics Faculty
Other areas of note have been:
- The various Mathematics help sessions 
which have been well attended by students 
from all ages, particularly those in VCE.
- Our Year 6 students competing in the 
Australian Mathematics Olympiad and 
acquitting themselves well.

- Some of our VCE students attending the 
University of Melbourne’s Maths Fair.

- A range of students competing in the 
Australian Mathematics Competition. 
Congratulation to Caleb Pellowe and John 
Vo, who both received High Distinctions 
(top 2%) for their efforts. We also had 17 
students receive Distinction awards (top 
20%). Well done!
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Mathematics Faculty

High Distinction winners John Vo (Year 7) and Caleb Pellowe 
(Year 9). Caleb was also the best performed student out of all 
students who competed for Maranatha Christian School. Most of 
our Distinction award winners from the Australian Mathematics 
Competition.
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2016 has been a productive and busy 
year in English and LOTE (Mandarin and 
Indonesian)

. Trial Exams 

. Plain English Speaking Awards  

. Debating 

. Public Speaking

. Trial Examinations 

. The Writer’s Lounge Club 

. Free English tutoring

. English Excel 

. Moderating English assessments 

. Dramas in LOTE  

. Conversations/ Oral practice in LOTE  

. Excursions  

. Incursions

Languages Faculty
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Languages Faculty
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Visual & Performing Arts

For 30 years Nintendo’s Legend 
of Zelda video game franchise 
has pitted Link against an insane 

amount of  diverse enemies. From giant 
lizards to undead warriors to evil, shield-
eating vacuum cleanerSs (the true Zelda 
fans amongst us will understand). But 
where do all these enemies come from? 
Why do they exist? And why do they all 
hate Link? Read on to find out!

Demise. The Demon King. He is the 
greatest source of evil ever to plague 
Hyrule. He is the earliest recorded evil, 
and is said to be the spawner of all 
monsters and demons. This great, scaly 
monstrosity is the very reason every 
other demon in Zelda exists. Every 
goblin, every ghost, every other type 
of demon and monster ever to plague 
Hyrule and its inhabitants…they exist 
because of  Demise.  And if 
that wasn’t enough, he cursed Link so 

By Ben Hunt

that an incarnation of his hatred would 
forever follow mankind and Link’s 

descendants. So Demise is reborn 

"FROM GIANT LIZARDS 

TO UNDEAD WARRIORS 

TO EVIL, SHIELD-EATING 

VACUUM CLEANERS..." 
every few generations into a new form, 
and continues to plague Hyrule even 
after he is sealed away. Every time he 
is reborn, he attacks Hyrule with his 
demons, causing chaos and destruction. 

 

Thankfully, Link always manages to stop 
him. Yet, not all monsters come from Demise.

Many enemies in Zelda are not 
inherently evil though. Some creatures 
are simply taken over, such as a kind 
Yeti called Yeta, who is corrupted and 
controlled by evil forces. Another 
example of this is when Ganondorf 
takes over Zelda’s body, and also when 
a Goron leader is taken by evil. Also, 
many monsters are simply creatures 
that again, aren’t evil, but are either 

territorial or hungry.  Examples of this 
are certain Zoras and Geozards, Keese, 
Deku Scrubs, Deku Babas, Skulltullas, 
Octoroks, and more.

While not all enemies are the evil 
spawn of Demise, most are. It is Link’s 
destiny to be eternally reborn to fight off 
Demise’s evil and save Hyrule. Can he 
continue to do it?   

Bulbins, a common enemy. They are not spawn of Demise, but they are quite violent

a villainous character trying to take over the galaxy, 
and Ratchet and Clank must go on an adventure to 
stop them from doing so. The first three games had 
simple stories to them, but the stories gained more 
depth when jumping to the Playstation 3.

For the console it was on, the first Ratchet and Clank 
trilogy had polished visuals that barely changed 
between games. when the Ratchet and Clank series 
made the jump to the Playstation 3 in the form of 
Ratchet and Clank: Tools of Destruction, the 
series continued to look visually impressive  
and eye-catching.  

A different style of gameplay
At face value, the Ratchet and Clank 
series looks to be a basic platformer, 
but the one thing that sets it apart is 
its combination of basic platforming, 
combat with over the top weapons and 
some puzzle elements. Players play as 
the eponymous characters Ratchet and 
Clank as they fly to different planets 

and complete missions to progress to 
another planet. Along the way, Ratchet 
and Clank meet many different colourful 
characters and collect many different 
weapons and gadgets. Clank receives 
modifications throughout the games, 
such as the Heli-Pack, Thruster Pack, 
Hydro Pack, Levitator and Robo-Wings, 
and these upgrades help Ratchet reach 
new places. Other gameplay mechanics 
include space combat, hoverbike races, 
arena battles and Galactic Ranger 
planetary defence missions.

Ratchet and Clank is mainly known 
for its large variety of weapons that 
are used to destroy enemies. Weapons 
can come as standard pistols, bomb 
launchers, shotguns, rocket launchers, 
sniper rifles and flamethrowers, as well 
as some unusual types such as mor-
phing guns, turret launchers, saw blade 
launchers and plasma guns. Along with 
these weapons, Ratchet is equipped 
with a large wrench to whack enemies, 
boxes and other objects that require 
smashing. Starting from Ratchet and 
Clank 2: Locked and Loaded, weapons 
could be upgraded by filling up a gauge 
on the top left of the screen, and when 
a weapon upgrades to a certain level, it 
changes its look completely.

By Thomas Inman

The Combuster is a 
pistol type weapon 
that fires plasma pellets.

The Plasma Storm 
fires a ball of plasma 
that shocks enemies.

The Warmonger is a 
rocket launcher that 
explodes into shrapnel 
when it hits a target.

The Shard Reaper is 
a shotgun that fires 
Trillium ore at foes.

The Fusion Grenade is 
a glove that can spawn 
and throw bombs.

The Plasma Striker is a 
sniper weapon that can 
target enemy weak points.

The RYNO V is a 
half minigun and half 
rocket launcher that 
has 3000 ammo.

Tools of Destruction
Over the years Ratchet 
has wielded many 
interesting weapons. 
Here are some of them.

My Review

Gameplay and Weapons
The gameplay is great. The controls are 
comfortable for a third person shooter, 
and it is easy to make quick inputs. The 
first game’s controls were a bit unpol-
ished, but the controls managed to keep 
improving from Ratchet and Clank 2: 
Locked and Loaded. The weapons are al-
ways a joy to use, and none of them come 
across as boring or generic.

Story and Visuals
The visuals for the Playstation 2 games 
were good for the time, and have aged 
pretty well, and the visuals for the Play-
station 3 games are brilliant. While the 
story was quite simple for the first three 
games, the following games managed to 
pick up the pace and contain great and 
in depth stories.

Final Thoughts
The Ratchet and Clank series is a great 
series, and it has held up over time. It is 
definitely something you should play if you 
have a Playstation 2, 3 or even 4.

Tools of the Trade

“Big things for Ratchet & 
Clank weapons are humour, 
visual flair and strategy” 
-James Stevenson

My Picks

Tools of Destruction

Quest for Booty

A Crack In Time

Insomniac Games is a company that 
began their run in the gaming industry 
with the Spyro the Dragon series. 
When Insomniac Games parted ways 
with their contract with Universal 
Studios and the Spyro series, it was 
time to look to new frontiers. This 
came in the form of the much-loved 
Ratchet and Clank series, which made 
its debut on the Playstation 2 in 2002. 
Ratchet and Clank incorporated sev-
eral elements seen in the platforming, 
combat and puzzle genres. Insomniac 
Games created many sequels over the 
years, such as Ratchet and Clank 2: 
Locked and Loaded in 2003, Ratchet 
and Clank 3: Up Your Arsenal in 
2004, Ratchet and Clank: A Crack in 
Time for the Playstation 3 in 2009 
and most recently a reimagining of 
Ratchet and Clank for the Playstation 
4 to name a few.
The Story for Ratchet and Clank varies 
between games, but usually involves 

Overview of the Franchise
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B A L A N C E  I N  D O T A  2

DotA 2 has a constantly 
changing environment, 
after coming out in 

2013 with balance updates 
coming around every few 
weeks. With all these chang-
es you may ask what’s the 
point? That’s why I’m here, 
and I’m going to tell you 
about balance in DotA 2.

Out of the 111, soon to be 
112 heroes in DotA 2, every 
balance patch, all or nearly all 
will receive some sort of buff, 
nerf, or rebalance. Some can 
be as minor as Puck’s illusory 
orb speed being increased by 
one, while others are as major 
as rescaling Huskar’s magic 
resistance ability from having 
a max of 95% resistance, to 
the current max of 60%. But 
while these changes may seem 
very far apart in effect, these 
two changes made Huskar 
and Puck play on a more even 
playing field, making Huskar 
vulnerable to Puck’s major 
magic nuking abilities and 
able to escape or initiate onto 
him at a slightly faster speed. 
And with all heroes being bal-
anced in this way, the playing 
field becomes more and more 
even as patches go on.

Another reason for balance, 
is so that it can be disrupted, 
which brings me to my next 

example, Disruptor. Through-
out the patches Disruptor has 
been a very good early support, 
a bad support, and a good early 
mid and late support due to 
changes mainly in his static 
storm and kinetic field abilities. 

What this has achieved is Dis-
ruptor being a popular hero at 
times, and a less popular hero 
at other times, this has helped 
give more people an under-
standing of the hero and more 
importantly how to play him 
and how to counter him. In 
later patches, this made more 
people ready to adapt to other 
hero picks due to their knowl-
edge of what used to be a lesser 
known and played support, 
who is used to counter most 
low mobility carries and works 
great in a team combo. An-
other reason for giving certain 
heroes major changes like this, 
is to help make them balanced 
based on who people have 
been picking and not based on 
who they haven’t been picking.

So in summary, balance in 
DotA 2 is necessary so that 
heroes can be on an even 
playing field, so that hero 
knowledge can be expand-
ed, and so that you aren’t 
playing the same game every 
patch as a small bonus idea.

Jesse Linossier, Signing off.

Huskar is  a  great 

init iator  in  a 

teamfight  with 

tanking abi l i t ies

P u c k  i s  a  g r e a t 

m a g i c  n u k e  a n d 

i s  a b l e  t o  c o n t r o l 

t h e  e n e m y  t e a m 
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Mission Awareness Tour
Mid Year Thailand Mission Awareness 
Tour 2016

June 9th was set aside as the departure 
date for the Mid Year Thailand Mission 
Awareness Tour, and the team of 36 
students and staff headed off to Chiang 
Mai, Thailand for an amazing and life 
changing experience. Daily visits to the 
Agape Home for children with HIV/AIDS 
provided an opportunity to develop a one 
on one relationship with one of the children 
there. Work days at McKean Rehabilitation 
Centre, a former leprosy hospital, saw the 
team painting wheelchair access lanes on 
the roads around the hospital grounds, as 
well as repainting and cleaning the floors 
and walls of the church at the village for 
the elderly. The team spent time with 
the children and staff from Zoe’s Home, 
learning about the human trafficking issues 
that plague third world countries. Sadly, we 
also learnt that Australians are some of the 
worst offenders when it comes to crimes 
perpetrated against children in Thailand. 
That was a very sobering realisation 
indeed. An inspirational afternoon with the 
founder of the Free Burma Rangers was 
also a highlight of the trip, and we were 
blessed to listen to a range of speakers who 
shared their life stories and testimonies 

of time spent in missionary service in 
Thailand. Students returned to Australia 
being incredibly grateful for the blessings 
that they had previously taken for granted 
here in Australia, like families, education 
and freedom. They were impacted by the 
children they met, the missionaries they 
helped, and the lessons they learned. 
Cultural attractions like bamboo rafting, 
elephant riding and even zip lining through 
the jungles north of Chiang Mai rounded 
out the tour.  Two days at Huahin beach on 
the way home allowed students to de-brief 
and hang out together before returning to 
the cold wintry days of Melbourne again. 
Thanks to the school leadership for their 
support of this experience, to the families 
who entrusted their children to our care, 
and to the staff who worked 24/7 well 
into their half year holiday period to 
ensure that we were able to maximise the 
opportunities that God gave us. We look 
forward to the end of year tour with our 
senior students, and then again to the mid 
year 2017 trip with another group of Year 
10 students who want to make a positive 
difference in their world around them.

Graeme Smith
Tour Coordinator
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