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Welcome to Middle School
Welcome to our Middle School at Maranatha Christian School. Our purpose is to provide a safe, positive, and
engaging learning environment that will enable our students to become controlled risk takers, critical thinkers,
and effective communicators. These skills will prepare our students for success in high school and beyond.
Middle school is an exciting time, but it can also be challenging with the increase in workload and the social
adjustment to being on a larger campus and having multiple teachers throughout the course of the day. All
of our students benefit from the passion specialist teachers bring to their subjects. Year 7’s students transition
to middle schooling by having their “core’ teacher for a significant number of classes. We care about students
and we care about their education. Our staff recognizes the role they have in helping your children reach
their full potential.
Our school holds strong beliefs about the relationships we build with our parents and our community.
Together with parents and school community, we can partner to make sure our students are prepared to be
lifelong learners. We provide a caring and dynamic learning environment where all students can achieve their
potential.
Parents and students, are encouraged to do the following so you thrive in middle school:
• Communicate with staff and other students in a respectful and positive way.
• Ask questions, examine possibilities, and challenge yourself to find solutions. Have a positive growth
mindset.
• Surround yourself with positive people.
• Contribute to the school community in a collaborative manner.
Parents, please make time to do the following:
• Ask your child specific questions about what he/she did at school each and every day. For example,
“What was the most interesting thing you did in mathematics class today?” or “Tell me about your
science experiment.”
• Stay informed about your child’s performance on homework and assessments by using the parent
portal in SEQTA. Your interest and concern in their school progress will motivate them.
• Communicate with your child’s teachers (using SEQTA) to establish a successful home/school
partnership.
Our goal is to provide our students and families with the best middle school experience possible.

Mr Lance Kennemeyer
Head of Middle School
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Middle School Program and Information
Uniform
All Middle school students will wear the blue jumper and the Year 9’s will wear a blazer. In 2018 Blazers are
to be made optional for all Year 7 & 8’s and then compulsory from 2019. Ties will not be worn in Middle
School but the Year 9’s will be handed a school tie at the First Senior assembly during early commencement.
This signifies their passage into Senior School.

Inter-School Sport
Inter-School sport happens every fortnight and we play various sports against other CEN schools. At the
beginning of each term, students’ try-out for the sports being offered. The teams are then selected and the
students compete in that sport for the term.

Community Service
Our Middle School community service program is an integral part of who we are as a school. Every alternate
Wednesday, students are involve in various programs. It is a 3 year program which has been designed to
allow the students to develop and mature in the way they approach the tasks.
Year 7 – School based projects
Year 8 – Community based projects
Year 9 – Primary School mentoring

Leadership: SRC
At Maranatha Christian School all students are encouraged to develop their leadership. The Student
Representative Council (SRC) is where students are given the opportunities to develop these qualities which
are provided through a range of learning experiences. This group has fortnightly meetings and they discuss
various concerns that the student body has. Possible solutions are also looked at or who will be able to help
with various concerns are also noted. The SRC also run inter house lunchtime programmes as well as
arranging fundraiser events.
When the students enter Year 9, they have the opportunity to apply to become Middle school leaders and
they have various portfolios. This group also organises the agenda for meeting and records and implements
various tasks to be completed.

Camps and Activities
In Year 7 we have a Camp, Oasis Christian Camp,
during the second week of Term 1. The reason why it
is held this early is because a large number of new
students join us in this Year level. Having it this early
allows us to build a real strong cohort with good
friendships and a strong school culture. It is important
to us that this group starts the year well.
The week prior to early commencement is a unique
week in Middle school. The Year 7 students have a
Girl/Boy week. The activities are based around the
specific genders and some of them are based at
school or at Lysterfield Lake. This is a time used to
address certain topics and it is very beneficial to this age group.
In Year 8 the students go to Philip Island Adventure resort during Term 4. This camp is held the week prior
to early commencement and it is a fantastic way for the students to finish up in Year 8.
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Year 9 is an exciting year for transition into Senior School. Students start with a humanities trip to Canberra.
They travel through ‘Kelly’ country and engage in the many sites and activities in the nations’ capital. In the
final week of Year 9, as part of our Weeks without Walls Program, the students will have a “Challenge” week.
This week will consist of a few nights away, a physical challenge, an amazing experience and a celebration
dinner.

Support
Mathematics and English Tutoring
This is a service provided by the school whereby students are welcome to attend extra tuition during a
lunchtime. There are usually two mathematics sessions and one English session per week. Tutoring provides
an excellent opportunity for improvement for all students. It is designed to support those who have difficulty
in these subjects.

Education Support
All funded students are supported by our outstanding Education support team. In most cases, students are
withdrawn from classes and given specific help with their school work at the Student Wellbeing Centre.
Students are also taught how to manage their time effectively and how to study. Education Support staff also
assist teachers in class. During this time they work with all students who need support in the classroom.

Assessment
Homework
Years 7 to 9 students are encouraged to establish good work and study habits at home. Homework is also
an opportunity for students to extend
their understanding of the concepts
addressed in class and consolidate
their learning. For Years 7 & 8, we
recommend at least one hour of
homework per night to stay engaged
and up-to-date with the curriculum
covered in class, while one and a half
hours is recommended for Year 9’s.
Revision of work, reading novels and
music practice should also be done if
homework has been completed in
less than the required time. SEQTA
is the most important tool for
students
to
develop
good
organisation
and
discipline.

Assignments
Assignments are an opportunity for students to showcase their learning in a variety of ways. Assessment
tasks prioritise individual and group work, whilst also aiming to cater to a variety of learning styles. Students’
understanding of key topics is strengthened and challenged during the process of completing assignments.
For future improvement, students are also given detailed and constructive feedback on assessment tasks.

Examinations
All Year 7 and 8 students prepare for, and undertake, examinations during Term 4. Year 9 students do a midyear and end of year exams. These encompass the topics studied throughout the year and enable students
to demonstrate the depth and quality of their learning. The study skills and discipline required to excel in VCE
need to be intentionally taught and cultivated over a number of years.
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Careers
Maranatha’s Careers Framework has been developed to guide students toward our school vision “where
students are inspired to discover and develop their God-given gifts, abilities and character for a life of service to the Lord
in contemporary society"

This framework combines the work of evangelical theology, Christian educational research and the Victorian
Careers Curriculum Framework. It has been developed specifically to support parents and teachers to
progress students through secondary school and transition them into a career that honours Jesus Christ and
builds His kingdom. The framework is formative in nature, as it aims to put disciplines in place each year of
middle and senior school, so that students will:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Grow in wisdom, aligning themselves to the good life that God intended for them
Understand what it means to be human
Learn to work and live responsibly
Reflect on the shape of their lives that gives glory and praise to God
Develop Skills, knowledge and attitudes and behaviours to make career decisions
Apply their learning to achieve educational and career aspirations
Build resilience in their capacity to manage change throughout their lives
Develop their career plan, refining them to identify future actions

Framework Design: Two Main Stages of Career and Personal Development in the
Middle and Senior School
1. Career

Awareness and Community (Years 7-9)

2. Career Social Engagement (Years 10-12)
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11
Year 12

Inspiration
Focus
Community
Service
Endurance
Refinement

What do you love?
Where do you belong?
Where do you live?
What can you give?
What do you do?
Where do you go?

Inspiration: What do you love?
The formative task for Careers is re-orientating the notion that humans are simply ‘thinking’ beings rather
than understanding that we are ‘believing’ beings. Christian philosophers suggest that humans are
fundamentally ‘feeling’ people and act out their feelings through repeated actions.
During the course of this year students will investigate and understand:
•
•
•
•

Worldviews
The Importance of Role Models
Personal Gifts, Talents and Abilities
Career Habits and Disciplines
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Focus: Where do you belong?
This year in Careers, students are challenged to discern the competing worldviews that seek to capture
their allegiance. We encourage them to ‘desire’ the Kingdom of God (intentionality) and to understand their
place in the world and their contribution to it.
During the course of this year students will investigate and understand:
•
•
•
•

The Biblical Narrative
Global Awareness
National Issues
Local and Personal Contributions

Community: Where do you live?
One of the most significant events within the Christian faith is the incarnation of Jesus Christ, “the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us”. This act highlights the desire God has to permeate society and work
with its structures and functions for the benefit of his glory. Students will understand that they belong within
an ecosystem of society, maintaining its balance and working to increase the quality of life of those around
them.
During the course of this year students will investigate and understand:
•
•
•
•

The Work and Community Relationship
Social Diversity
Teamwork
Resumes, Applications and Occupations

Pastoral Care: House Vertical System and Authentic Education
Authentic Education is a personal development program that seeks to develop a students’ social and
emotional quotient. It involves the integration of theology, psychology and Positive Education (Seligman,
Steen, Park, & Peterson, 2005). These areas inform our approach to social and emotional well-being.
Maranatha has a strong belief in building spiritual, social and emotional resilience in our students. Our belief
in developing students’ social and mental resilience, stems from our core understanding that faith informs
our being and cognitive understandings. Humans are not primarily ‘thinking’ beings but ‘believing beings’.
God created humans, primarily, with an innate desire to know Him and then created them to inquire about
Him, others and to capture the world around us.
This program encourages students to strengthen and recognise these
interrelated relationships:
God: At the heart of the Christian faith is the belief that through Jesus Christ
we have come to know the triune God. God is not aloof but relational,
wanting to interact and be involved with His creation. Our social and mental
well-being has its foundation in God and is manifested through
our interaction with Him.
Others: Psychology and theology informs a students’ own identity, values,
worth and strengths. Our approach to social and mental well-being is
concentrated in the service of others. Happiness and fulfilment is not defined
through narcissistic approaches but is embedded in the service and well-being of others.
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World: A student’s well-being is intertwined with the environment, as it allows them to gain a mental and
physical perspective of the world around them. We use this concept to help students become aware of their
creator and support them to live with God in the moment.
Students from Prep to Year 11 engage in Authentic Education, known as Living Authentically (LA) and
through this subject students build life skills in the following areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Identity
Managing Feelings
Helpful Thinking
Power and Vulnerability
Managing Challenges
Healthy Friendships
Gratitude and Empathy
Mindfulness
GRIT: Passion and Perseverance

Year 7
Emotional Literacy
Personal Strengths

Year 8
Explanatory Styles
Adversity Explanation

Year 9
Neuroplasticity
Growth Mindsets

Positive Coping

Managing Challenge

GRIT: Power and
Perseverance

Boundaries and
relationships

Help Seeking

Temperaments

Social Media

Helping Others
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SEQTA, BYOD & Digital Discipleship
The introduction and implementation of the School’s BYOD program began several years ago, as of 2018
Maranatha now carries out 1:1 Device Program from Years 7-12. This has made accessibility and effective
use of the School’s LMS (Learning Management System – SEQTA) possible. SEQTA is used for curriculum
delivery, report writing, assessment and pastoral care documentation - for staff, parents and students.
Projectors and Apple TVs have been installed in all classrooms to allow staff to project content digitally
through an adapter or wirelessly.
Technology is a prevalent means for not only personal use but also for the creation of careers, curation of
information and communication with local and international communities around the globe. It is unavoidable
to engage with the world without sound ICT skills, and its integration will only increase over time nudging us
in a direction where everything we interact with will incorporate some form of technological hardware or
software. This provides not only a widespread of opportunities but also an additional set of responsibilities of
digital stewardship. The process and purpose of Digital Discipleship is not necessarily teaching students a
sequence of ICT skills, but more importantly facilitating and modelling the understanding of how good
stewardship of technology is applied in all method areas of learning and beyond.
This framework is focused at each of our sub-schools (Junior, Middle and Senior). A progressive set of cybersafety modules are threaded across each learning area, guided by key reflective questions underpinned by
Maranatha’s Values and Attributes, with the focus and aim of generating God honouring stewardship of
technology. With the assistance of teaching and
learning resources developed from a Christian
Perspective, its purpose is to assist staff and
students to develop healthy and God honouring
digital literacy skills and habits, promoting Digital
Discipleship, embedded within our Teaching for
Understanding
&
Christ-Centred
Curriculum
Framework. Alongside to Dr Ruben Puentedura’s
SAMR and P21’s 4 C’s models, the Digital
Discipleship
Cross-Curricular
Framework
incorporates Digital Threads. These outcomes stem
from Common Sense Education’s Digital Citizenship
Scope & Sequence Framework, which centres on 8
main categories based on the digital ethics research
of Dr Howard Gardner and The Good Play Project at
the Harvard Graduate School of Education.
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Extension Programs in Year 7-8: Literacy and Maths
Literacy
At Year 7 and 8, students who show considerable progress in their literacy are invited to be part of an English Excel
class. Students are extended in language analysis and persuasive language. This is an element of the curriculum that
is prioritised in VCE with official outcomes and studied in earlier years however the purpose for having these students
looking at this content early is two-fold as it develops their analysis and critical thinking skills which impacts all areas of
their English as well as preparing them to present more sophisticated responses in Years 10-12. Students look at
different text types (written, oral, visual) so that they can analyse and better understand what their hidden purpose is.

Numeracy
At Year 7 level, we run an “Excel” class. Based on recommendations from the Year 7 teachers, students come out of
one regular Maths class per week and have a time dedicated to working on problem solving a deeper thinking skills than
are available in the core class room. Students are also introduced to some different areas of Maths that are not
specifically in the Maths curriculum to broaden their experience of Maths at the younger levels. Students compete in the
Australian Maths Problem Solving Olympiad (APSMO) as part of this program.
At Year 8 level, we have an Advanced Maths class. Students are expected to take responsibility for their learning rather
than relying on the teacher to continually be motivating them. Students are taught all of the Year 8 content by the end
of Term 3 (approximately) and then in Term 4 they are introduced to some Year 9 and possibly Year 10 content. This
gives them a distinct advantage whether they do Fast Track or not in Year 9.
At Year 9 level, we have “Fast Track”, which is Year 10 Maths in Year 9, which opens up all the Maths to more students.
Currently, only a small number of students each year are able to take Specialist since it is a heavy workload to do
Methods & Specialist at the same time, but this program opens the door for any Methods student who finishes 12
Methods in Year 11 to do Specialist in Year 12.

Year 7 Core Subjects
Core English and Humanities
Mathematics
Science
Band
Chinese Language, Culture and Society (Mandarin)
Health and Physical Education
Accelerated Reader

Year 7 Elective Subjects
Art
Drama
Product Design (Textiles)
Woodwork
Information Technology

Core English and Humanities (History, Geography and Civics and Citizenship)
Rationale: Core English and Humanities (CEH) seeks to develop an integrated approach to learning,
using a range of strands to develop students' skills in engaging thoughtfully and critically with
contemporary society and the world around them. Through investigative learning, students gain the
ability to ask questions, and to find answers about themselves and the world in which they live. The
Year 7 CEH curriculum provides a framework in which students can actively and reflectively engage
with the big questions of life: questions about self, about society, about how civilisations
have developed and influenced our contemporary world and about the decisions they will have to
make to live wisely and thoughtfully.
Topics Covered:
MARANATHA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
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•

•

Who Am I? - Students explore who they are in their relationships with God, their family members,
and friends and how they see themselves. There is an English focus to this unit as students begin to
develop an understanding of essay structure.
Where Am I? - Students explore where they fit in this world. The initial focus is physical geography,
particularly in relation to 'Water". The focus shifts to human geography, in particular, the idea of
'Liveability'.

Mathematics
Rationale: The Year 7 Mathematics course continues to consolidate the foundation for further studies
in Mathematics and for some, tertiary studies and eventual career paths involving mathematical
understanding. Some aspects of the course provide essential skills for daily living in an increasingly
technological society. appreciate Mathematics as an intellectual and enjoyable activity based on
numerical order which, in turn, reflects the order of God’s creation.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Whole Numbers
Integers
Fractions
Decimals
Number Properties
Patterns
Algebra

Science

•
•
•
•

Rationale: The study of Science enables students to organize knowledge of our physical and
biological environment by a range of processes, including observation, classifying, measuring,
predicting, testing, experimenting, interpreting and
inferring from data; to creatively pose and test ideas; to
design, construct and manipulate apparatus and
machines; to solve problems and develop skills and
attitudes to relate Science to everyday life.
Students begin the year by considering what science is. Is
Science sovereign over God or is God sovereign over
Science? These issues are considered as students learn
to use the scientific method to investigate and write up
practical activities.
Topics Covered:
Equipment & Safety
Classification
Mixtures
Properties of Substances

Band
Rationale: At Maranatha Christian School, students will be encouraged to explore the God-given
creative side of their nature. They will be encouraged to experiment with sounds and to create their
own music, but also to learn to interpret other composers’ works through performance.

•
•
•
•

Topics Covered
Students will undertake the following
Performance skills
Improve their instrumental skills
Gain knowledge of different musical genres
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•

Create a composition

Chinese Language, Culture and Society (Mandarin)
Rationale: Year 7 Mandarin is designed to teach students Chinese in a real-life context. Students
learn all the necessary material in each unit to engage others in meaningful communication and gain
a better understanding of the Chinese culture. Students are offered a
wide variety of communicative and engaging classroom activities to
help students practise key vocabulary and grammar structures. The
course also includes pieces on Chinese culture, both contemporary
and traditional, to help students understand more about China, Chinese
language and its people.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Introduction of China
Introduction of Pinyin and Characters
Greeting People
Asking how people are
Asking someone’s age
Asking someone’s name
About one’s nationality
About one’s hometown

Health and Physical Education
Rationale: Through Health and Physical Education, the students will be provided with an
understanding of health issues as well as the skills needed to confidently participate in sport and
recreational pursuits. They will be encouraged to develop lifelong commitments to sport and
recreation that promotes a healthy
lifestyle. Through participation in the
Health and Physical Education
program, a positive sense of self,
resilience, compassion and integrity
will ensue.

•
•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Athletics
Fitness
Striking/Fielding Sports
Invasion Sports
Minor Games

Accelerated Reading
Rationale: AR is a computer program that helps teachers and librarians manage and monitor
children’s independent reading practice. Your child picks a book at his own level and reads it at his
own pace. When finished, your child takes a short quiz on the computer. (Passing the quiz is an
indication that your child understood what was read.) AR gives children, teachers, and librarians
feedback based on the quiz results, which the teacher then uses to help your child set goals and
direct ongoing reading practice. Children using AR choose their own books to read, rather than having
one assigned to them. This makes reading a much more enjoyable experience as they can choose
books that are interesting to them.
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Electives
Art
Rationale: The aim of visual art this
semester is to teach children how to
improve
their
observational
drawing skills and learn how to draw
in different mediums using different
art elements.

•
•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Painting and Sculpture
Art Observation and Analysis
Three Dimensional Art
Original design
Watercolour

Drama
Rationale: The aim of Year 7 Drama is to develop in students a grasp of the basic skills of drama.
This enables them to understand and interpret the world through physical movement and role play.
In doing so, students also develop the ability to work in teams, to communicate their ideas through
theatre and to reflect upon and evaluate their work.

•
•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Movement
Improvisation and Theatre Sports
Role Play and Characterisation
Group Interaction
Journaling

Product Design (Textiles)
Rationale: In Textiles students are encouraged to develop their skills in using tools and equipment to
produce a couple of textiles products. They will be introduced to the sewing machine and learn the
main functions and safe use of this piece
of machinery. This unit provides students
with the opportunity to fashion their initial
ideas into concrete objects. Along the
way students will learn more about their
own weaknesses and strengths, as well
as experience success in a variety of
ways, and have something to keep of
their own creation.

•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Technological innovation
Functionality
Aesthetic Design
Social Factors that Impact Design
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Woodwork
Rationale: In “woodworking” students are encouraged to
develop their skills in using tools and equipment to craft
a model from the given material, wood. They explore a
range of factors that affect product design and
technological innovation, including function: aesthetics:
and social, environmental and economic factors.
This unit provides students with the wonderful opportunity
to visualise abstract forms and fashion them into concrete
objects. In other words, to “create” using a beautiful
example of God’s own creation.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Workshop safety
Measuring and Cutting
Sanding
Wood Plane
Rasping
Chiselling
Drilling
Finishing.

Information Technology
Rationale: The aim of Year 7 Information Technology is to equip students with vital ICT skills and
knowledge for their future in our modern age. A broad range of programs and topics have been
carefully selected to equip students with fundamental abilities and skills. The growing issue of
cybersafety is addressed extensively in order to prepare students to engage safely online and
encourages them to apply their knowledge from a Christian worldview. The programs covered are
applicable to the real world and students are able to demonstrate their creativity and knowledge
through various Performances of Understanding.

•
•
•
•

Topics Covered
Cyber-safety
iMovies
Coding
Website Design
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Year 8 Core Subjects
Core English and Humanities
Mathematics
Science
Band
Chinese Language, Culture and Society
(Mandarin)
Health and Physical Education
Accelerated Reader

Year 8 Elective Subjects
Graphics
Drama
Wood Futures
Environmental Technology
Information Technology
Food Technology

Core English and Humanities (History, Geography, Civics and Citizenship)
Rationale: The English curriculum teaches the appreciation and enjoyment of the use of language in
a variety of forms and contexts. The focus is on assisting the student to foster the ability to use
language appropriately to express feelings and to convey ideas. In this sense, language is used as
a medium to inform, to discuss, to persuade to entertain and to argue. The study of English is
centered on the deliberate analysis of texts and contexts, through reading, speaking, listening and
writing. The text forms could include print media, electronic formats, popular fictional writing, nonfiction, plays, films, and multimedia texts. Through the study of texts, students develop critical thinking
skills, and appreciate the register used in various contexts. Students learn to control language
according to purpose, audience and situation, by applying correct grammar and by learning to spell
accurately. The ability to recognize how language works will assist students to succeed at school and
in contexts outside school, helping them to lead a fulfilling life in modern Australian society and the
global community. The interaction with texts allows students to acquire knowledge, skills and
personal attributes that enable them to read, view and listen critically and to think, speak and write
with clarity and confidence.

•
•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Text Response
Conventions of Language
Landscapes and Environmental Change
Urbanisation and Sustainability
Persuasive Language & Communication
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Mathematics
Rationale: In Mathematics at Year 8, the aim is to give our students an increasing awareness of the
mathematical laws governing our universe and the manner in which these mathematical laws can be
applied in such a diverse way in our everyday lives, confirming the orderly and predictable nature of
our creator God. This course will continue to consolidate on skills learnt in Primary classes as well as
in Year 7. Some outcomes of the course will provide students with essential skills for daily living in an
increasing technological society. These skills are essential whether or not a student goes on to tertiary
studies.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Integers
Fractions, Decimals & Percentages
Measurement
Algebra
Lines, Shapes & Solids
Equations & Inequalities

Science
Rationale: Science seeks to develop student’s abilities to ask questions, and to find answers about
aspects of God’s creation. The Year 8 Science curriculum provides a framework in which students
can actively and practically investigate, verify and apply the laws governing the created physical
world. Furthermore, this curriculum aims to deliver teaching and learning programs that support
students to develop capacities to confidently manage themselves and their relationships with other,
makes sense of the work in which they live and effectively participate in that world.

•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Biological Science - Cells, Living Systems, Growth & Reproduction
Physics - Energy
Chemical Science - Element, Compounds & Mixtures
Earth Science - Plate Tectonics

Band
Rationale: At Maranatha Christian School, students will be encouraged to explore the God-given
creative side of their nature. They will be encouraged to experiment with sounds and to create their
own music, but also to learn to interpret other composers’ works through performance.

•
•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Students will undertake the following
Performance skills
Improve their instrumental skills
Gain knowledge of different musical genres
Create a composition

MARANATHA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

PAGE 16

Chinese Language, Culture and Society (Mandarin)
Rationale: Year 8 Mandarin is designed to teach students Chinese in a real-life context. Students
learn all the necessary material in each unit to engage
others in meaningful communication and gain a better
understanding of the Chinese culture. Students are
offered a wide variety of communicative and engaging
classroom activities to help students practise key
vocabulary and grammar structures. The course also
includes pieces on Chinese culture, both contemporary
and traditional, to help students understand more about
China, Chinese language and its people.
Topics Covered:
•
Types of Animals
•
Expressing Likes and Dislikes
•
Counting Animals
•
Animal Movements
•
Mandarin Descriptions
•
Everyday Life in Mandarin

Health and Physical Education
Rationale: Through Health and Physical
Education, the students will be provided with an
understanding of health issues as well as the
skills needed to confidently participate in sport
and
recreational
pursuits.
They
will
be encouraged to develop lifelong commitments
to sport and recreation that promotes a healthy
lifestyle. Through participation in the Health and
Physical Education program, a positive sense of
self, resilience, compassion and integrity will
ensue.

•
•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Athletics
Fitness
Striking/Fielding Sports
Invasion Sports
Minor Games

Accelerated Reading
Rationale: AR is a computer program that helps teachers and librarians manage and monitor
children’s independent reading practice. Your child picks a book at his own level and reads it at his
own pace. When finished, your child takes a short quiz on the computer. (Passing the quiz is an
indication that your child understood what was read.) AR gives children, teachers, and librarians
feedback based on the quiz results, which the teacher then uses to help your child set goals and
direct ongoing reading practice. Children using AR choose their own books to read, rather than having
one assigned to them. This makes reading a much more enjoyable experience as they can choose
books that are interesting to them.
MARANATHA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
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Electives
Graphics
Rationale: Graphic Communication teaches and encourages students to think and communicate
visually. In this unit, students will develop an understanding of the basic techniques involved in 2D
and 3D drawing, using a range of rendering techniques. Students explore how designs present
messages and reflect cultural and historical
contexts. They expressively generate, develop
and present designs. Drawing techniques will
be applied to tasks such as a Two Point
Perspective
City
and
Skateboard
Design. Students explore the elements and
principles of design through the use of mixed
median and Adobe Photoshop.

•

•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Two Point Perspective City: researching
existing cities, exploring Photoshop basics
and technical drawing skills.
Logo Analysis and Design
Skateboard Design: composition and layout
Mixed Media and Adobe Photoshop.

Drama
Rationale: The aim of Year 8 Drama is to continue the development of the basic skills of drama.
This enables them to understand and interpret the world through physical movement and role play. In
doing so, students also develop the ability to work in teams, to communicate their ideas through
theater and to reflect upon and evaluate their work.

•
•
•
•
•

Topics Covered
Monologues
Improvisation and Theatre Sports
Role Play and Characterisation
Group Interaction
Journaling

Wood Futures
Rationale: In “woodworking” students are encouraged to develop their skills in using tools and
equipment to craft a model from the given material, wood. They explore a range of factors that affect
product design and technological innovation, including function: aesthetics: and social, environmental
and economic factors.
This unit provides students with the wonderful opportunity to visualise abstract forms and fashion
them into concrete objects. In other words, to “create” using a beautiful example of God’s own
creation.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Workshop safety
Measuring and Cutting
Sanding
Wood Plane
Rasping
Chiselling
Drilling
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Environmental Technology
Rationale: The aim of Year 8 Environmental Technology is to equip students with vital knowledge and
skills to help them to engage in their environment(s) in a way which is sustainable, ethical and
promotes good, Godly stewardship. Students will analyse environmental data to identify ways in which
technology can assist in improving people’s quality of life and to minimise and restore their
environmental impact, ultimately acting as agents of redemptive change. Students will debate the
viability and impacts of various sources of fossil and renewable energy, engage in study of how
technology can be used to enhance human and environmental health, and seek to introduce personal
and communal formative practices that seek to use resources sustainably.

•
•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Sustainability and Technology
Solar Power and Alternative Energies
Environmental Impacts and Changes
Waste, Recycling and Life Cycle Analysis
Climate Change

Information Technology
Rationale: The aim of Year 8 Information Technology is to equip students with vital ICT skills and
knowledge for their future in our modern age. A broad range of programs and topics have been
carefully selected to equip students with fundamental abilities and skills. The growing issue of
cybersafety is addressed extensively in order to prepare students to engage safely online and
encourages them to apply their
knowledge from a Christian
worldview.
The
programs
covered are applicable to the
real world and students are
able to demonstrate their
creativity
and
knowledge
through various Performances
of Understanding.

•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Cyber-safety
iMovies
Coding
Website Design

Food Technology
Rationale: The aim of Year 8
Food Technology is to develop students' skills and design processes involved in the area of cooking.
They will have opportunities to demonstrate creativity in the presentation of their recipes whilst
learning essential cooking skills involving measuring, knife skills, safe use of appliances and general
health and safety in the kitchen.

•
•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Health and Safety
Utensils and Cooking appliances
Healthy Eating
Recipes
Practice
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Year 9 Programs and Information
Extension Program: Fast Track Maths
Within each subject, students who show a special aptitude for the material presented may avail themselves
of the opportunity to complete extension work set by their teacher.At the end of Year 8 Mathematics, students
can apply to enrol in the Fast Track Mathematics program, which fast tracks students through Year 9 & 10
Mathematics in one calendar year. This enables them to complete VCE Mathematical Methods a year ahead,
meaning that they can take another Mathematics subject in Year 12 and perform more strongly in this than if
they were to complete the two subjects at the same time.

No Apologies
The No Apologies program seeks to encourage students to explore a Biblical paradigm of love and
relationships. This includes presentations on topics like: Identity, Media and You, Boundaries and Choices,
Healthy Relationships, Goal Setting, Overcoming Obstacles, Character, Love, Lust or Pornography, Drugs
and Marriage. It is hoped that students will listen to one another and talk about these very important topics
with adults who strive to present a Biblical perspective on these matters.

Extension Program: Fast Track Maths
At Year 9 level, we have “Fast Track”, which is Year 10 Maths in Year 9. Selection of students is completed
annually and is based on year 8 results and interview with the Head of mathematics. Students are introduced
to some different areas of Maths that are not specifically in the Maths curriculum to broaden their experience
of Maths. This program is designed to open the door for any student who is looking to complete Mathematical
Methods and Specialist Mathematics in their VCE years.
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Weeks Without Walls (Create, Investigate, Belong and Challenge)
In Year 9 students have the exciting opportunity to be part of a very popular and highly successful worldwide
concept; ‘Weeks Without Walls’. Its aim is to widen a student’s knowledge and deepen their experience in
areas of school and life which, in many curriculum systems, are often left untouched or simply not prioritised.
At Maranatha there are four such weeks, spread evenly across the academic year, its aims are:
⇒ Promote personal independence and responsibility and to challenge students academically, physically and
mentally.
⇒ Take learning out of the school and into the real world.

⇒ Foster a greater sense of community and develop new friendships as well as strengthen existing ones.
⇒ Increase respect for the environment.

In Term 1, students participate in BELONG week. This is an interstate camp to Canberra focusing on the
many historical and contemporary aspects of our nation and builds on student identity and life contribution.
In Term 2, students will involve themselves in CREATE week. This week is designed to be a vibrant five
days, immersing students in aspects of music, visual & performing arts and technology.
In Term 3, students engage in an interactive and exciting five days of Science and Mathematics,
INVESTIGATE WEEK. The Science and Mathematics faculty have developed a program that introduces
students to the ‘real world’ of forensics, the science of rocket building and the principles needed for
meaningful investigation.
In Term 4, students participate in CHALLENGE week. A week that is designed to celebrate the end of Middle
school and their ‘rites of passage’ into senior school. This week is designed to challenge the emotional,
physical and spiritual aspects of a students’ life as well as challenge certain stereotypes often held in our
social context.
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Year 9 Core Subjects
English
Commerce, Careers and Law
Health and Physical Education
History
Mathematics

Year 9 Elective Subjects
Engineering and Robotics
Visual Communication and Design
Information Technology
Wood Futures
Digital Design
Drama
Food Technology
Mandarin
Media
Music
Art

English
Rationale: The study of English is centred on the deliberate analysis of texts and contexts through
reading, speaking, listening and writing. Through the study of texts, individuals learn to make sense
of the world around them and develop
critical
thinking
skills
through
analysing and processing how
language works and considering
viewpoints that differ from their
own. Students learn to control
language according to purpose,
audience and situation by applying
correct grammar and by learning to
spell accurately. The interaction with
texts further allows students to
acquire knowledge, skills and
personal attributes that enable them
to read, view and listen critically and
to think, speak and write with clarity
and confidence. These skills are built
and developed in order to assist
students to succeed at school and in contexts outside school, as they lead lives in modern Australian
society and the global community.
•
•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Language Analysis
Creative Writing
Poetry
Variant, by Robison Wells
Romeo and Juliet (film), directed by Baz Luhrmann
The Happiest Refugee, by Anh Do
Paper Boats, edited by Yasar Duyal
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Commerce, Careers & Law
Rationale: Commerce, Careers & Law gives students a solid understanding of the fundamentals of
democracy, economics and marketing, which are fundamentally important in today's globalised world.
The curriculum also develops student’s abilities to wisely manage their resources, time, gifts and
talents.
The curriculum delivers teaching and learning programs that will support students in learning to
confidently manage themselves and their relationships with others, make sense of the world in which
they live and effectively participate in that world. Students may choose to continue building on Year 9
Commerce and Law by pursuing similar subjects at Year 10 or VCE level.

•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Politics, Parliament and Government
Micro & Macro Economics
Careers

Health & Physical Education
Rationale: At the Year 9 and 10 Level, all students participate in Physical Education classes. Students
also have the choice of joining an interschool sports team or participating in a recreational activity.
During the Physical Education course students will have the opportunity to participate in a variety of
sports activities, improve physical fitness and
look at ways to incorporate physical fitness
activities into their lifestyle. Students will be
encouraged to improve co-ordination and skill
in various sports and to display a high level of
sportsmanship.

•
•
•

•

Topics Covered:
Interschool Sport
Activities
School Carnivals: Annual Swimming,
Athletics and Cross Country Carnivals are
held throughout the year.
Christian Schools Sports Network (CSSN).

History
Rationale: The Making of the Modern World. Students will consider Australia’s multifaceted
relationship with Britain. The ‘crimson thread of kinship’ that emotionally bonded Australia to Britain,
along with the practical concern of being a large continent with a small population and thus vulnerable
to foreign invasion, will be explored. This inevitably leads to students considering why Australia (and
individual Australians) fought in World War One. Students will examine the events and significance of
Australia’s involvement at Gallipoli in 1915. Why is this military failure considered such an iconic part
of Australia’s identity still to this day?

•
•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
First Fleet
Convict Life and Federation
World War I
Conscription
Feminism
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Mathematics
Rationale: Mathematics has been described as “the science and art of pattern”. Even though it deals
with concepts such as number and space, Mathematics studies patterns arising from the real world.
These patterns can be used to make predictions about the behaviour of real things which can be
tested and proved.
Fast Track: Mathematics has been described as “the science and art of pattern”. Even though it deals
with concepts such as number and space, Mathematics studies patterns arising from the real world.
These patterns can be used to make predictions about the behaviour of real things which can be
tested and proved.
•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Review of Number and Financial Maths
Linear & Simultaneous Equations
Measurement & Geometry
Pythagoras' Theorem

Science
Rationale: In Science at Year 9, the aim is to build further upon the basic concepts in the major
branches of Science including Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Psychology. The curriculum provides
a framework in which students can actively investigate, verify the laws governing God's creation. This
course aims to develop students' capacities to confidently manage themselves and their relationships
with others, and make sense of the world in which they live so that they can effectively contribute to
it.
•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Body Co-ordination
Disease and Illness
Chemical Reactions
Atomic Theory
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Electives
Engineering and Robotics
Rationale: Students will be immersed into the world of Robotics, learning how to build and program a
Robot to carry out instructions. Students will also explore the field of technology focussing on robotics
and engineering though the use of Lego Mindstorm Ed EV3 kits. Students will use provided software
on laptops to interact with the robot's programmable interface. The students will use technology and
scientific inquiry to construct and test ideas and hypotheses. These kits will allow students to explore
building and programming robots to carry out set instructions within certain parameters. Students will
gain experience in building robots to carry out predetermined tasks, as well as exploring how robots
might be used creatively as a solution to a given problem.
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Programming Principles
Design
Lego Mindstorm Ed EV3

Visual Communication and Design
Rationale: Year 9 Packaging Design is a subject which enables students to communicate meaning
and messages through visual means. Students develop packaging and branding for a product of their
choice. They generate, develop and refine ideas, utilising instrumental drawing to Australian standard
to express their three dimensional designs accurately. They use computer imaging techniques to
represent the graphics within their designs. They extend various modes of visual expression including
freehand and instrumental drawing and computer imaging, while analysing the work of other designs
in order to see how meaning is conveyed.
Topics Covered
• Target Audience analysis & writing a design brief
• Packaging conventions
• Instrumental drawings - isometric & third angle orthogonal
• Observational drawing and rendering
• Logo development and branding
• Marketing and advertising

Information Technology
Rationale: Information Technology is a combination of technical know-how and creativity; allowing
students to express themselves through an interactive environment. Students will be learning to use
a variety of software and skills that will prove to be highly beneficial if they wish to pursue further study
in the domain of Information Technology. This subject caters for students of varying abilities, as
students have the option to learn at their own pace through tutorial guided lessons and teacher-lead
interactive walkthroughs. Students will work predominately with multimedia applications, which lend
themselves to imaginative content creation. Year 9 Information Technology has no prerequisite
subjects and students are only required to purchase a pair of headphones and a USB storage device.
Topics Covered:
• Adobe Audition (Audio)
• Adobe After Effects (Video + audio)
• Adobe Premiere (Video +audio), Media Encoder & basic cinematography
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Outdoor Education
Rationale: In this subject students are introduced to outdoor recreational activities with a focus on
outdoor hiking and camping. They develop their understanding of appropriate preparation and
participation for overnight trips. Students learn how to cook on trangias, pack their backpacks and
use maps for orientation. They
discuss environmental issues
and learn the fundamentals of
First Aid. Student will participate
in a number of excursions
throughout the semester and a
camp to Cathedral Ranges
National Park.

Topics Covered:
•
First Aid
•
Orienteering
•
Camp Preparation
•
Minimal Impact
•
Environmental Issues

Wood Futures
Rationale: Wood Futures is a course designed to build upon the basic skills the students learnt in year
9, but still be accessible to a student who has never done woodwork before. Students will endeavour
to construct a small Coffee Table. The Coffee Table will require students to be trained in and be
proficient in using tools such as a cordless drill, a bench router, a biscuit joiner and an electric saw.
As well the construction students will begin to learn design folio work which will assist them in their
VCE studies should they wish to continue. Students are encouraged to make minor design changes
to their coffee table to suit their
own needs at home. Students
enjoy the hands on learning
approach to this subject.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Workshop safety
Measuring and Cutting
Sanding
Wood Plane
Rasping
Chiselling
Drilling
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Digital Design
Rationale: Designing with Photoshop. Students gain skills in the use of Adobe Photoshop, including
the ability to apply effects, draw 3D objects from scratch, and utilise digital photography and
computer imaging skills to bring ideas to life. This elective is suitable for students with any or no
Photoshop experience and also explores Surrealism and optical illusion as possible inspiration for
their own ideas.

•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Photoshop
Brochure – Travel
Surrealism

Drama
Rationale: The Art of Acting- Drama develops and hones a range of expressive life skills. It takes
students out of their comfort zones and into a world where their God-given talents are discovered and
strengthened. Students explore and
create characters based on real or
imaginary stories. They write and
perform plays for a variety of audiences.
Students also learn about all aspects of
staging a play and draw ideas from two
specific theatre styles: Greek theatre and
Commedia dell’arte.

•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Photoshop
Brochure – Travel
Surrealism

Food Technology
Rationale: This course aims to encourage the students to enjoy the hand-on activity of creating their
products and at the same time to understand more about the wide variety of food that God provides.
Food preparation at this level is expanded so that the students can develop more advanced
techniques and learn how to use these skills to prepare food safely and hygienically.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Safety and hygiene
Role of Vegetables
Cereals/Bread-Making
Coeliac Disease and Gluten Free
Global Goodies
Cooking with Chocolate
Food Spoilage and Preservation
Food Labelling
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Chinese Language, Culture and Society (Mandarin)
Rationale: Year 9 Chinese Language, Culture and Society (Mandarin) is designed to teach students
Chinese through topic-driven content provided in real-life contexts. Students learn all the necessary
material in each unit to engage others in meaningful communication through the practice of
vocabulary and development of grammatical structures as well as through being exposed to Chinese
culture, both contemporary and traditional. Although learning a second language is mandated by the
Australian government, it is more importantly an opportunity for students to interact more effectively
with their international neighbours as well as those within Australia as the nation becomes more
multicultural. Learning Mandarin is a further opportunity for students to love their neighbours by
acknowledging and appreciating the lens through which they see, evaluate and think about the world.
•
•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Greetings
Classroom Instructions
Shopping
Giving Directions

Media
Rationale: Students were introduced to famous Photographers and their techniques through research
and the analysis of photographs. Students learnt about critical approaches to the study of
Photography in order to master, create, use, manipulate, analyse, interpret and evaluate the work of
other photographers, as well as their own photographic work. Students were introduced to
Photography techniques, such as rule of thirds and depth of field, and how to use a Digital SLR
camera in manual settings, focusing on aperture, ISO and shutter speed. Students worked on building
their Photography folio by taking portrait, action, landscape, object and abstract photographs.

•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Photography (abstract and object)
Landscapes
Portraits

Music
Rationale: Students will also be encouraged to be discerning listeners of music; to understand and
identify how these composers have created their works, but also to understand the power and the
emotional sway that music can have over us – especially when
combined with persuasive lyrics
Topics Covered:
•
Performance (Groups and Solo)
•
Music Language
•
Music Craft
•
Composing and Arranging

Art
Rationale: The Visual Arts allows students to further investigate and develop concepts and skills
taught previously. Students develop their ideas through exploration and research of a variety of styles
and techniques which is explored through a diverse range of methods and materials thatartists use
to communicate. Pop art culture is explored and students discuss what art is and how society has
been affected by art historically and through contemporary art practice.

•
•
•

Topics Covered:
Drawing – Tone
Ceramics
Art Theory
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